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13th December 2006
BTCV visited Brafield on the Green on Tuesday 18th July with a team of 12 volunteers. With the temperatures being so hot, the pond had all but dried up leaving a dense sludge. We took this opportunity to try and remove the metal stakes fixed in the middle of the pond. Despite our best efforts the stakes would not move (even when tied to the back of the van) and we were defeated. 

However, we did fell, log and tidy the sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) in the corner next to the farm entrance. We also cleared away 2 lots of 10sqm of himalayan balsam (Impatiens glandulifera) and great willow herb (Epilobium hirsutum). Although Great willow herb is a garden-worthy herbaceous perennial, it is invasive and will spread rapidly. We have left small pockets here and there to add to the flora of the site but it is a worthwhile exercise to monitor its growth and prevent it from becoming the dominant species.

A further 20sqm reed growth was removed from the banks on the east side, the pond circumference was strimmed and raked, nettles and thistles were removed from the root around the banks of the pond and all green waste stacked in the corner near to the farm entrance.  

Deadwood and Ivy were removed from the Willow and Ash trees to reduce the sail area and reduce crown weight. Road edge drains were cleared of over grown vegetation and the pond cleared of rubbish.

We will conduct a site visit in the Autumn prior to bringing the volunteer team to site to make sure there is enough work for them. 

We would like to take this opportunity to wish you all a relaxing summer and look forward to speaking with you in a few months.
 Yours sincerely

Tony Callaghan, Gary Smith 

County Project and Training Officers
