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13th December 2005

In 2005 BTCV Northamptonshire Weekday Team Attend Brafield on the Green on the 8th May and the 24th November. In May we had 7 volunteer days at the site and in November 9 volunteer days. 

Work this year has consisted almost entirely of vegetation control with particular attention to non-native invasive species such as Himalayan Balsam (Impatiens glandulifera), and Bindweed (Calystegia sepium). It is important to remove such plants as they spread aggressively – (A single Balsam may contain as many as 800 seeds) and in doing so promoting the growth of other species resulting in an increased ecological value of the site.

The trees around the pond were also tended to by our volunteers. The multi leader ash (Fraxinus excelsior) has been thinned with the ivy removed to reduce wind damage potential and dead wood removed from the crack willow (Salix fragilis)  trees to reduce structural stresses and damage potential. These trees present a cause for concern as this year they have consistently produced dead wood. This could be a result of disease from an airborne source and I will consult an infestation expert before we visit in the Spring to confirm this. The single sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) in the corner near the farm should be removed. The mixed hedgerow species next to the sycamore are all healthy and provide good habitat. 

Various reed species were also thinned and removed from the pond in the Autumn to prevent further encroachment into the pond and this should be monitored on a yearly basis. 

Next year I would anticipate further vegetation control on the banks of the pond and a decision being made with regards to the Willow trees. My personal view is that they should be removed by felling and stump removal and replaced with a new stand of Willow perhaps weeping (Salix x chrysocoma). The ground conditions are ideal and the habitat provided by the willow strands hanging over the bank will suit a range of wild birds. The cost of new trees clearly depends on size however it is worth considering that transplanting larger trees results in a higher loss rate. I would recommend planting a row of 5 or 6 x 1.2m feather trees with stakes and guards.  The possibility of further thinning of the Ash tree to a single leader should also be considered.

Finally may we take this opportunity to wish you a happy and relaxing Christmas and New Year period and look forward to hearing from you in Spring 2006.
Yours sincerely

Tony Callaghan, Gary Smith 
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