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Chairman : Gill Morgan


10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green     NN7 1BW 


(01604) 891934    email  brafieldpc@aol.com











Next Parish Council Meeting:


Tuesday 17th March at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield
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Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 











Police Matters


Vehicle thefts


There have been several thefts from motor vehicles, and one of a motor vehicle, from various sites around Brafield recently. Some of these occurred whilst the drivers had left their vehicles for only a few minutes. Please ensure you do not leave valuables in your vehicle and always ensure you lock it, however short the time you intend to leave it.


Debit / Credit cards


Theft of debit and credit card details has increased around Northamptonshire recently, especially at large garage chains. In particular, a very large number of debit and credit cards have been ‘compromised’ at two county service stations - one on the A5 near Towcester, the other on the A508 at Wootton.


Please be vigilant when using your cards, do all you can to protect your security, and do not give your card to anyone else when paying for goods or services. Always keep hold of it and put it into the machine yourself. If you think there is a camera covering the machine, alert the authorities and cover your pin number with your hand to make sure no-one can read it over your shoulder. Take care to check your bank and credit card statements thoroughly, particularly if you may have used one of the service stations mentioned, and notify your bank or card supplier and the police immediately if you find any suspicious transactions.


Tel: 08453 700700 and ask for the Towcester Rural Safer Community Team














Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House   Dean’s Row   Gayton   Northants  NN73HA   


(01604) 858360  email  viv.hartley@lineone.net








Village Website





During the last few months various items have been added to the village website including photographs of the Christmas Tree Festival in the Church, and refuse collection details for 2009. 





The businesses section of the site is also being updated. If you received a request to update your entry and have not yet done so, please return the information as soon as possible. New entries will also be considered. 





If you wish to see a list of the latest site changes, click on the button at the bottom left of the home page.





Parish Council Newsletters are regularly added after they are distributed, as are the dates of the next meeting. We hope to start adding the minutes of the Parish Council meetings from this year. A list of all your representatives (Parish, District and County) and their contact details are also available on the site.





If you know of an upcoming event in or around Brafield and would like to advertise it on the village website please email the details to:





content@brafieldonthegreen.org.uk











Neighbourhood Watch Update





Signs have now been put up around the village and we are in the process of getting the scheme fully registered with both the Police and our Neighbourhood Watch Area Coordinator to ensure that we receive regular communications regarding incidents across the area.


A further meeting will be held and I will contact everyone who has already expressed an interest in the scheme as soon as a date can be arranged.


However, we do still need more people to come forward to act as Street Coordinators so if you feel that you would be able to fulfil this important role  then please let me know either by telephone on 890223 or by e-mail � HYPERLINK "mailto:ruth@kentigern-fox.com" ��ruth@kentigern-fox.com�


The role of Street Coordinator involves passing information sent by me to no more than 12 households within your street, road or cul de sac, and this can be done by e-mail or ‘phone depending on how people wish to receive this information. With the recent spate of car crime in our area I feel that it is important to get this scheme up and running as quickly as possible.                                                                       Ruth Kentigern-Fox


SmartWater





The SmartWater Strategy has been implemented by numerous police forces across the U.K., and, from the available statistics and results, has consistently been proven to show significant reductions in crime, directly attributable to the effects of the SmartWater Strategy. SmartWater Forensic Property Coding systems are technologically sophisticated but simple in application. A chemical trace, similar to, but more robust than, D.N.A. is used to ‘code’ property and valuables. It is virtually impossible to remove completely. SmartWater is a generic property marker that can be used to mark anything from a J.C.B. to a wedding ring. Warning signage and labels are included with each pack, which are used to deter would-be criminals. The presence of SmartWater can easily be detected, both on property and via transfer to the thief, as it glows yellow under U.V. light, and property can be sent to the SmartWater forensic laboratory for free analysis to conclusively prove the ownership of any ‘SmartWatered’ object. SmartWater maintains a 100% conviction rate when used as evidence in a court of law. It is, therefore, one of the most powerful deterrents available.


The normal price of the product within Northamptonshire to Non Neighbourhood Watch groups is £43.48 per household, but, once we are registered as a Neighbourhood Watch group in Brafield, the cost will be reduced to £18.63 per household. 


Further details will be available shortly, but, if you require more information in the meantime please contact  our local Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator (Details as above).








Village website





� HYPERLINK "http://www.brafieldonthegreen.org.uk/" �www.brafieldonthegreen.org.uk�











Bus Shelter Survey





Following the recent decoration of the inside of the Bedford Road bus shelter, several bus users requested that the Parish Council examine the possibility of installing some seating there, particularly for elderly or infirm people. Users may recall that seating was provided in the old wooden shelter but this had not been replaced when the brick shelter was installed some 15-20 years ago.





With the December Newsletter every household in Brafield received a survey sheet requesting responses on whether or not seating should be provided in one or more of the three bus shelters in the village. 





Of the 304 sheets delivered we had a remarkable response with 41 returned, the majority of which were from users of the shelters with many giving reasons for their responses. These we graded into regular or occasional users and neighbouring property owners, as it was felt that these people should have the main input. 





It is obvious from the returns that people have definite feelings over this subject. However 11 people voted for the proposal with 28 against. The Parish Council will therefore not be installing seating in any of the bus shelters within the Parish. It would, however, like to thank all residents who completed the survey, and Ramco and the Village Stores for collecting the returns.



























































































































































Tetrapak cartons 


Hard backed books


Food waste


Cooking fat and oil


Soil


Stones


Nappies


Cat / dog waste


Polystyrene


Fabric





Recycling notes 

















Cardboard packaging


Corrugated Card


Greetings cards


‘Phone books


Yellow pages


Cut flowers


Shredded paper


Straw


Sawdust


Garden rubbish e.g. grass cuttings, weeds prunings and hedge trimmings








Our Precept





The Parish Council has set its local ‘precept’ (the money allocated to the Parish Council from your Council Tax) at £11,000 for the year 2009/10. Despite this, the Parish Council anticipates that there will be an overspend of approximately £1200 during the coming year, but in order to keep Council Tax payments as low as possible during these difficult times, this overspend will be taken from its reserves. 


However, as always, new ideas for future village projects are always welcome. Contact the Clerk if you have suggestions.











Green wheeled bin : Cardboard and green waste





Green box : Glass and paper





Bottles  Jars


Newspapers & magazines


Brochures


Computer / copy papers


Junk mail


Envelopes except*





Pyrex glass


Drinking glasses


Sheet glass


Broken glass


*window parts of envelopes


Hard backed books





Yes





No





Black box : plastic and cans





Plastic bottles : soft drinks, milk, shampoo, detergent etc.


Drinks cans


Tins – food (steel and aluminium) 


Aerosol cans


Aluminium foil and trays





Flowerpots


Plastic bags


Yoghurt pots


Plastic food trays


Margarine tubs


Foil lined plastic e.g. crisp bags


Polystyrene


Bottle tops





Black wheeled bin





Anything else that cannot be recycled. However, various items/materials on the No lists (Tetrapak cartons, soil, broken glass etc.) can, and if possible should, be recycled elsewhere (Ecton Lane Recycling Centre Billing for example). 





South Northants Homes Winter Works Programme





Northamptonshire based housing association, ‘South Northants Homes’, has implemented a winter grounds maintenance programme to include edging, pruning, spraying and, where applicable, planting, hedging and tree work. The planned work will continue through the winter whilst the grounds maintenance team are not busy with the grass cutting schedule. The targeted areas include garage access roads and forecourts, and overgrown areas and hedges in communal areas. Their intention is to improve the look of the area and to instil a sense of pride among customers and the wider community








