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Chairman : Gill Morgan


10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green     NN7 1BW 


(01604) 891934    email  brafieldpc@aol.com











Next Parish Council Meeting:


Tuesday 13th January at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield
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Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 











Police Liaison





Safer Community Team


On behalf of Brafield parish Ruth Kentigern Fox attended the latest Safer Community Team Meeting on the 25th November 2008 at Little Houghton Parish Rooms. Also in attendance were representatives from Cogenhoe, Little Houghton and Yardley Hastings with PC Roger Smith and PCSO Richard Markham.  The following items may be of interest.





The speed gun had been used on the Billing Road at the beginning of September and in an hour had recorded 170 vehicles with 3 vehicles found to be exceeding the speed limit. Speed checks had also been carried out on the Brafield Road in Horton where 15% of vehicles were found to be doing 39mph or more.


 


Between April and October, 25 calls from Brafield were recorded at the Police Call Centre - the majority of these were to do with anti-social behaviour. Please continue to report any incidents as this does ensure that we keep a Police presence in our area. 





Tel: 08453 700700 and ask for the Towcester Rural Safer Community Team





Car crime also continues to be an issue so please ensure that you do not leave car keys accessible or leave valuables in your car. 


The priorities for the Team over the next three months are: - Speeding, Anti-social Behaviour and Crime Prevention. If you have any police issues that you would like Ruth to take forward to the next meeting please let her know.





Neighbourhood Watch


Thank you to everyone who has shown an interest in setting up Neighbourhood Watch in our village. After a recent spate of burglaries this is even more important. Over the next few weeks Ruth will be contacting everyone who has come forward and offered to be a street co-ordinator, either by e-mail or letter. It would be great to get the scheme up and running across the whole village and, in order to do that, we still need more street co-ordinators. If you would like to get involved or would like further information please contact Ruth 


Telephone : 890223              Email : ruth@kentigern-fox.com





An Awareness Message from your Safer Community Team 


We are experiencing an increase in rural burglaries and theft. This often involves such items as Tack, Quad bikes or other off road vehicles, 4 x 4s, trailers and horseboxes, diesel, agricultural plant and tools. Often a precursor to these types of offences will be a suspicious incident involving the potential offenders identifying their target. This can be in the form of a vehicle 'finding' its way onto a farm premises. When challenged the occupants will often use an excuse or distraction such as:


	Looking for somewhere to exercise their dog    Looking for grazing land


	Wanting directions to another location               Wanting to purchase hay


A burglary or theft often follows and this can happen anywhere between 2 weeks and 6 months later.


We do get many calls in relation to suspicious persons or vehicles. However we would like to encourage you to always have our number to hand, even under a 'hotkey' on your mobile phone, so that you can report a suspicious incident to us  immediately.  Tel: 08453 700700











Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House   Dean’s Row   Gayton   Northants  NN73HA     


(01604) 858360  email  viv.hartley@lineone.net








Horse riders : a further reminder





Public footpaths should not be used by people with horses unless they have the permission of the landowner concerned, and then only if their use is not detrimental to users on foot. Footpaths are generally narrower than bridle paths and bridleways (which can be used by riders), and pedestrians can be quite intimidated by being confronted by horses along narrow or confined stretches of footpaths. It could also be considered a serious safety issue and it is for this reason that it is not allowed. Footpaths and bridleways are clearly marked so please respect the law when out riding.








Lay-By A428 Bedford Road





As many of you will have noticed, the spinney alongside the lay-by on the Bedford Road has now been cleared of undergrowth and rubbish leaving only a few mature trees. A stock fence has been erected inside the existing chain link fence (which will eventually be removed), the grazing area has been extended and seeded, and a thorn hedge will shortly be planted on the field side of the stock fence. Brafield and Little Houghton Parish Councils have worked together with Mr Christopher Davidge and Mr Roy Arrowsmith to achieve what we all hope will be a permanent solution to the illicit activities that have taken place there for many years. The two Parish Councils have agreed to make a contribution towards the cost of the work, as the spinney lies on the boundary between the two parishes. Permission has now been granted to have the vegetation thinned out on the island in front of the lay-by which we hope will open up the area even further, to prevent any recurrence of such activities as well as to discourage fly tipping in the future.  We are most grateful to both Mr Davidge and Mr Arrowsmith for their support in this matter, and hope that these improvements will help provide a more attractive entrance to our village. 





Village website





� HYPERLINK "http://www.brafieldonthegreen.org.uk/" �www.brafieldonthegreen.org.uk�











Graffiti Art Bus Shelter Project : Bedford Rd





A group of young people who were fed up with the village bus shelter looking a mess, recently approached the Parish Council to ask about decorating it inside.  The Parish Council eventually managed to track down a specialist contractor who agreed to help the young people to put their design onto the wall and seal it with a specialist anti graffiti lacquer.





Graffiti Art Services came along on Saturday 1st November and they anticipated that the work would be done by just after lunch. The day was damp and cold and allowing each young person who came along to have a go proved slightly more time consuming than thought. However, each person who wanted to get involved was allowed to add to the artwork and the picture soon developed. Around 2.30pm we started adding on the anti-graffiti sealant, hopefully to prevent any ‘unofficial’ artwork being added at a later stage. We finally finished sealing the art at 4.30pm just as the daylight started fading, and frostbite had set in! 





Part of the design entailed children in the village putting their handprints onto an image of a tree and we invited ANY under 16 year olds from the village to come along and take part in the project. We were delighted that so many young people took up the opportunity, and at one point in time had queues of young children, with their parents, waiting to add their handprints on to the tree, one as young as 10 months old, which was splendid. So a huge thank you to all who came out with little ones on such a cold day to do this. It does look really great.





Loads of people came along both to see what we were doing and to help, and we received very enthusiastic responses from all users of the bus stop who were waiting for their buses throughout the day.  


Hopefully it will now be a much nicer place to wait for the bus. We will look at replacing the tatty bin shortly (which had to be removed to do the artwork), and we are also considering getting someone to quote for a bench seat inside to enable elderly and disabled people to rest while waiting for public transport. 


                                                 Gill Morgan Parish Council


 (What do you think about a seat? Have your say on the slip delivered with this Newsletter) 





Ideas





Remember the Parish Council has a small sum of funds each year to help with projects such as this. If you have an idea that you think might benefit the village then please speak to a Parish Councillor or come along to a Parish Council meeting and put your suggestion forward. Together we can make Brafield on the Green an even better place to live.    


               


Further details of bus shelter project with photographs on the village website : address at top of sheet.






























































































































































Affordable housing





Following the Housing needs survey which was carried out earlier this year, the results have now been collated and compiled into a report. 304 survey forms were distributed and 128 were returned. 68% of respondents indicated that they would be, or may be, in favour of a small scale housing development. The main reason given for most people looking to move within the next five years was to set up home for the first time. All those wishing to move but remain in the village have a strong local connection to Brafield. The survey identified a need for 10 affordable homes for rent and 1 for shared ownership. Two main concerns were increased traffic congestion and environmental issues. Consultation with residents and appropriate solutions would be sought prior to any development taking place.





The Parish Council, after consulting with a number of local parishes that have already gone through a similar process, is anxious to proceed with caution, and has agreed to consider a phased development and, in the initial phase, is looking at 6 homes for rent. We will now be joining forces with SNC, our District Councillors and a Local Housing Association to look at suitable areas in the village. 





If you would like a copy of the Housing Needs Report, or have any questions about the housing needs of Brafield, please contact Nadeem Khan, Strategic Housing Officer South Northants Council on 01327 322374.








Fireworks





The Parish Council has been asked to request that all residents of Brafield consider livestock and pets when arranging firework events. All animals can find such events distressing and the anxiety that may ensue can cause serious harm.  





If you know of an upcoming event and would like to advertise it on the village website  please email the details to:


content@brafieldonthegreen.org.uk





The Chairman and Councillors of Brafield Parish Council send their best wishes to all residents this Christmas and throughout 2009.











