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Chairman : Gill Morgan


10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green   Northants  NN7 1BW 


(01604) 891934    email  brafieldpc@aol.com








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA   (01604) 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net








Next Parish Council Meeting:


Tuesday 25th November at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield
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Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 











Police Matters





Please be advised to lock your vehicle whenever it is left unattended, no matter how briefly you intend to be away from it. Recently a lady's handbag was taken from the footwell of her car whilst she was visiting her local recycling centre in Northampton. Similar crimes could easily happen anywhere e.g. if your vehicle is left unlocked on a garage forecourt while you're paying for fuel, or when you jump out of your car to pop into your local shop for a minute.





Please don't make it easy for opportunist thieves to operate. Lock your vehicle whenever you leave it.





Carjacking Warning 





Beware of paper appearing on the rear window of your vehicle whilst parked. You return, unlock your car and get inside. You start the engine and shift into reverse. When you look into the rear view mirror to back out of your parking space, you notice a piece of paper stuck to the middle of the rear window obstructing your view You shift into neutral and jump out of your car to remove that paper. Carjackers appear out of nowhere, jump into your car and drive off together with your purse, your money, and your keys. Your home and your whole identity are now compromised! Beware of this new crime that is now being operated. If you see a piece of paper stuck to your back window, drive away and remove the paper later.





Please do all you can to prevent yourself and others from becoming victims of crime.








There have been two further incidents of Sat Nav thefts locally - in this instance from vehicles which had been parked at a church in Yardley Hastings. In both incidents the vehicles had been locked but the Sat Navs had been left inside, one under a seat and the other still in its cradle on the windscreen. Please do not leave anything of value in vehicles when they are unattended. As well as the upset of having items stolen, there is also the inconvenience and cost of having your vehicle repaired.











Sargeant Memorial Hall  (Village Hall)  Church Lane 





Following the essential but expensive replacement of the boiler and heating system recently, the Village Hall was in need of redecoration, but without the funds to pursue this. The Parish Council considers the Hall to be a valuable resource for the whole village and was unanimous in making a grant of £1500 for the decorating work, which has now been carried out, making the Hall an attractive venue for all to use.





If you are interested in booking the Hall and would like further details and terms of hire please contact:: 


Richard Mackaness  01604 890220





Lay-By A428 Bedford Road





Concerns have been expressed for many, many years about the unsavoury activities that take place in the spinney alongside the lay-by between Little Houghton and Brafield on the Bedford Road. In an effort to find a more permanent solution to this problem the two Parish Councils met together on 28th August. As the area concerned is land that belongs to Mr Davidge, he also agreed to attend the meeting. It was decided that the undergrowth in that area would be cleared and grubbed up where necessary, leaving only a small number of mature trees which are quite spread out. The land would then be grassed and the stock fence that borders Home Farm where sheep graze, be re-routed around the former spinney to extend the grazing area. It is hoped that this work will be carried out during the Autumn. The Parish Councils will, yet again, put pressure on the County Council to cut down the shrubs on the island that shields the lay-by from the road in an attempt to create a further deterrent of greater visibility.








Traffic Data : Billing Road Brafield





The Parish Council has been trying to address the issues of speeding and unsuitable traffic along the Billing Road for many years. It has succeeded in getting one Vehicle Activated Sign (V.A.S.) installed at Lower End, a 30mph reminder on the road surface, and an HGV ban along that road through the village. It has also written to a number of companies whose HGV’s have persistently flouted this ban. Despite these measures HGV’s continue to use the road and many vehicles still exceed the speed limit. 


At the request of the Parish Council the Police recently placed a monitoring device on a sign opposite 77 Billing Road for one week from 28.08.08 to 04.09.08. The evidence makes interesting reading and will be used by the Parish Council to press for further support from the Police to take action against offenders. 





Total vehicles recorded during the week : 40210 �
�
Posted speed  limit�
30 Mph�
�
Vehicles exceeding 30 Mph�
15075 ( 37.49% )�
�
Max speed recorded�
64 Mph�
�



Detailed Information�
�
Motorbikes�
�
Max speed recorded�
58 Mph�
�
�
�
Cars�
�
Max speed recorded�
64 Mph�
�
�
�
�
Trucks�
�
Max speed recorded�
53 Mph�
�
�
�
Lorries�
�
�
Max speed recorded�
48 Mph�
�


































































































































































Tel: 08453 700700 and ask for the Towcester Rural Safer Community Team


email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:SCTTowcesterRural@northants.police.uk" ��SCTTowcesterRural@northants.police.uk�


Website (for details of surgeries): www.northants.police.uk











Brafield Parish Charity  : Play Area 





The Parish Charity has for some time been unable to meet its full financial commitments in relation to the Alley Garden Play Area and for the past few years has been in receipt of an annual grant from the Parish Council of approx £800 to pay towards essential items such as Insurance, Grass Cutting, Annual Maintenance Inspections etc. One of the main reasons for keeping the Charity separate in the past was to enable grants to be sought from The Lottery and Landfill Tax Credits for new equipment. As you are aware we have been successful in these applications and the Trustees now feel that the play area has sufficient equipment - for the immediate future.


Following discussions with the Parish Council the Trustees have decided that the most sensible course of action would be to transfer the management of the Play Area to the Parish Council. This will not affect the children's enjoyment of the playground in any way and we feel it to be an important step in securing its long term viability.


The Trustees will continue to run the "100 Club", with all profits being put towards the upkeep of the Play Area.





Should you have any concerns with this please contact Ray Henman (Chairman) or Gill Morgan (Trustee) for further information.  We anticipate that the transfer will occur by the end of 2008. 


 


























Affordable housing





Following the Housing needs survey forms which went out to every household in the Parish, we now have a report from South Northants Council which shows an acknowledged housing need. Obviously as a Parish Council we do not want the village to expand at an unsuitable rate, however, we do need to look to the future of our parishioners. With this in mind we have decided to explore the possibility of a very small development in the Parish and will be joining forces with SNC, our District Councillors and a Local Housing Association to look at suitable areas. Rest assured we will be strenuous in our defence of important open spaces and will say NO to any development which puts these areas at risk.











Neighbourhood Watch





We are fortunate not to suffer a high level of crime in Brafield but we do have a problem with annoying and costly vandalism and anti-social behaviour which in turn affects each and every one of us. Our local PCSO, Richard Markham, suggested it may be possible to reduce these problems if we set up a Neighbourhood Watch group. It was decided to arrange an Open Meeting with the Western Area NHW Support Team to restart such a group in the village.


 


At that meeting on the 18th August we had an interesting talk about what NHW involves, and Ruth Kentigern-Fox agreed to be the Village Co-ordinator, with Rachael Teesdale as her Deputy.  We will soon be coming around the village putting up the NHW Signs and asking people who have expressed an interest to act as Street Co-ordinators. In some areas we are short of help so may need to ask for additional volunteers.  If we can get Street Co-ordinators covering just 6 -10 houses it will make the task so much easier. 


 


Thanks to all for the support shown so far and if you are interested but couldn't get to the meeting please feel free to contact Ruth on 01604 890223 or Gill Morgan (Parish Council) 01604 891934








Warning





Children aged between 9 - 14 years  have been seen in the village pond with cycles recently, following which damage was noticed on the newly turfed area.  The pond is not safe for young people to go into.  There are a number of hazards that cannot be seen under the surface, many of which could prove potentially dangerous to them.  Anyone seen causing criminal damage will be reported to the police and we will, in an effort to eliminate the constant rising costs of vandalism for our parishioners, ask the police to prosecute the culprits.


If you have children in this age group please advise them of this and highlight the potential dangers of their actions. 








 











