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Chairman : Gill Morgan


10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green   Northants  NN7 1BW 


(01604) 891934    email  brafieldpc@aol.com








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA   (01604) 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net








Next Parish Council Meeting:


Tuesday 23rd September at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield
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Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 











Advance warning


Carriageway Surface Dressing





We have been informed by Northamptonshire County Council that the A428 Brafield to Little Houghton road is ‘programmed for surface dressing during the summer months’. It is impossible to give an exact date for the works, but, given good weather, it is hoped it will be completed by the end of August.








Neighbourhood Watch





Following on from the recent NHW survey that was circulated with the last newsletter there was a positive response, and, it seems, there is indeed an interest in getting a group active in the village.





We have therefore arranged for the Northamptonshire Western Area NHW Co-ordinator and the Police to come along to an


 


Open Meeting on Monday 18th August at 7.30pm in the Sargeant Memorial Hall





to discuss the way forward. We will need Street/Area Contact Volunteers and a Village Co-ordinator, so please think about what you want to get out of this group and where you feel you could contribute. Obviously the more volunteers we get the less onerous the task is for all of us.





Please do come along whether or not you returned a form expressing an interest.  Everyone is welcome to attend.





Thankfully we have very little crime in Brafield on the Green, let’s all help to keep it that way!


 








Planters by the Green





Some of you may have noticed that one of the three planters on the triangle near the Green was damaged recently. The company responsible has admitted liability and is paying the cost of repair. It is hoped to have the planter re-instated shortly.








Police Community Panel Meeting





Ruth Kentigern Fox attended the latest Community Panel Meeting on July 16th at Hackleton Village Hall on behalf of Brafield Parish Council. This meeting was led by Inspector Alex Terry and PCSO Richard Markham. The villages of Hackleton, Horton, Cogenhoe, Yardley Hastings, Little Houghton and Brafield-on-the-Green were all represented, as was Hackleton School. It began with a review of the 3 priorities from the latest survey cards:-





1. Speeding    2. Parking    3. Road Safety





At the last meeting, Hackleton School was singled out as a particular area of concern due to a near accident on the pedestrian crossing. A lot of work has been going on behind the scenes since then with a data collection box being fitted to record the number and speed of vehicles over a period of time. This data was analysed and showed that the average speed through the village was 31 mph with 5% of motorists breaking the speed limit.  Although this was only 5% it still amounted to over 1000 vehicles in a week. The School itself has been educating the children who, in turn, have been educating their parents, and this has proved to be the most effective method so far in getting parents to drive slowly and park responsibly around the school area.


We were assured that the road safety camera van would continue with its presence on a regular basis as it was agreed that speed is still an issue that concerns us in all areas of the village, not just on the A428, but also on the Billing Road.





Crime across the area was up, with criminal damage and car thefts, in particular, on the increase. We would urge all of you to make sure that you do not leave valuables in your car, and especially ensure that satellite navigation systems are removed from your vehicle when it is left unattended. Please ensure that all sheds and outbuildings are kept locked at all times as there has been an increase in the number of thefts from these.





For the next 12 week period it was decided that the 3 priority areas would be:-





Alcohol - as this can cause anti-social behaviour


Parking - an ongoing problem particularly around schools


Speeding – another ongoing concern





Issues over the lay-by between Brafield and Little Houghton were also discussed and it was agreed that a joint approach from both Little Houghton and Brafield Parish Councils was needed to get problems resolved.





The next meeting of the panel will be in November or December of this year. 





Tel: 08453 700700 and ask for the Towcester Rural Safer Community Team


email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:SCTTowcesterRural@northants.police.uk" ��SCTTowcesterRural@northants.police.uk�


Website (for details of surgeries): www.northants.police.uk











Affordable housing for Brafield on the Green





Housing Needs Surveys were distributed to each of the 304 households in Brafield in April/May this year and 128 were returned. The data was analysed by South Northants Council and a draft report on the results was received by the Parish Council prior to the P.C. meeting that was held on July 15th which was attended by our Strategic Housing Officer, Nadeem Khan, and Natalie Westland the Rural Housing Enabler. The findings of the report were outlined, queries raised, and questions or concerns were discussed. In the light of these discussions further amendments will need to be made to this draft report before it is reviewed, once again, by the Parish Council prior to being issued. 





The Survey results clearly identify a need for some affordable housing in Brafield, so, once the amendments to the data have been made, and the report agreed, the Parish Council will arrange a walkabout in the village to identify potential land for development. They will be accompanied by the Rural Housing Enabler and the Strategic Housing Officer from S.N.C., as well as local Ward Members and a colleague from one of the district council’s housing association partners.





In the meantime, if you would like any further information please contact Nadeem Khan : Strategic Housing Officer at South Northants Council on 01327 322374, or Helen Barnell of Brafield Parish Council on 01604 890373.














Graffiti





Sadly, graffiti is a problem in Brafield, and it is the policy of the Parish Council to remove it as soon as possible. We have recently had to spend £120 to clean up four areas around the village:





The circular wooden seat around the oak tree on the Green


The stone wall along the Bridle Path side of the Conference Centre of the Red Lion


The front of 44 Bridle Path


The Chapel Lane electricity sub station fencing





Please help to keep our environment clean, and attractive for all of us.





British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) : Village Pond





Six volunteers from the Northamptonshire branch of the BTCV, under the supervision of Emma Connolly (Northamptonshire Projects Officer), arrived, as arranged, on 12th June to carry out maintenance work on our village pond. They spent the day clearing unwanted vegetation, thinning other areas, pruning dead or diseased wood from the crack willows, grubbing up invasive Himalayan Balsam, clearing gullies and generally tidying up the pond margins. An overhanging branch of Ash was removed and the wood cut up and stacked to make an additional habitat for wildlife under the small group of trees and shrubs near Church Farm. The verge where the balsam was removed will be grassed over in the near future. 


They will return to repair the collapsed culvert on the lower eastern edge of the pond when we have a period of dry weather which will allow the water level to drop sufficiently to gain access.





We are very grateful to the team of volunteers who so willingly give their time and effort to help us maintain our beautiful and much admired pond which is such a focal point in our village.





Dial a Wheelchair service





The British Red Cross has recently launched a new Dial a Wheelchair service in and around the Northamptonshire area. Wheelchairs are available on short term loan (up to eight weeks) subject to availability. A delivery and collection service is available to those who cannot collect items themselves. Please contact Justin Prescott (Assistant Co-ordinator) on 01604 678500 for further details.








