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Chairman : Gill Morgan


10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green   Northants  NN7 1BW 


(01604) 891934    email  gillmorgan121@aol.com








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA   (01604) 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net








Next Parish Council Meeting:


Tuesday 15th July at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield








     Brafield on the Green Parish Council Newsletter   No 35  June  2008             














Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 











Your Parish Council





Following the Annual Parish Meeting and A.G.M. on 20th May your representatives on the Parish Council are:-





Chairman : Gill Morgan  10 Grove Rd  NN7 1BW  Tel: 891934  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:GillMorgan121@aol.com" �GillMorgan121@aol.com�


Vice Chairman : Helen Barnell  8 St.Thomas Rd  NN7 1BZ  Tel: 890373  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:helen@barnell.globalnet.co.uk" ��helen@barnell.globalnet.co.uk� 


Gill Ager : Mildmay  12 Bridle Path  NN7 1BP  Tel: 891488  


Dawn Aston : 28 Bridle Path  NN7 1BP  Tel: 899083  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:dawn2710@hotmail.com" ��dawn2710@hotmail.com�


David Clayson : 46 Bridle Path NN7 1BP  Tel: 891473


Ruth Kentigern-Fox : 9 Church Lane NN7 1BA  Tel: 890223  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:ruth@kentigern-fox.com" ��ruth@kentigern-fox.com�


Kevin Ward : 54a Billing Rd NN7 1BL  Tel: 891339  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:kevinward@monkspark.fsnet.co.uk" �kevinward@monkspark.fsnet.co.uk�  














Neighbourhood Watch





As previously advised we are looking to re-start a Neighbourhood Watch scheme in the village.  With this newsletter is an information sheet giving requirements. We need you, initially, to declare an interest in arranging a group. If enough people are willing to be part of this anti crime initiative then an open meeting will be arranged at the Village Hall. We need people to be key contacts for small areas, (maybe just your cul-de-sac). These people then report to a village co-ordinator to liaise with the Police. These key contacts will, in return, be passed information regarding any criminal activity for cascading to neighbours in their small area. Please contact Gill Morgan, Chair of the Parish Council, if you are interested in this scheme.


 








Road Closures : reminder





Saturday & Sunday June 7th & 8th 1.30 – 4.30 - part of Church Lane for the Annual Flower Festival and Fete


Sunday 13th July 6 a.m. – 7 p.m. - Horton Road from Elm Close to Denton Lane for Castle Ashby Country Fair.

















Towcester Rural Safer Community Team





Reported crime statistics for Brafield on the Green for the last year were as follows:-





Violent crimes 4      Robbery 0    Burglary (from dwellings) 4    Burglary (other) 6    Thefts from vehicles 11    Thefts of vehicles 1    Vehicle interference 2    Vehicle damage 3    Criminal damage 8    Drug taking 0   Other drugs 0   Other thefts 7





Total reported crimes 46 : which is a 41% increase on last year’s figures. The Parish Council has worked closely together with the Safer Community Team over the last year to urge residents to report all instances of crime including vandalism, in order to maintain a high Police profile in the village to help pre-empt any potential increase in criminal activity. This may account for an increase in reported crimes. 


Sadly 75% of the violent crimes were committed against older residents. Please be aware of elderly neighbours and keep an eye out for their safety. 


Older and more vulnerable adults are more at risk from becoming victims of bogus cold calling or rogue doorstep sellers.


Although some businesses who sell at the door are genuine, a proportion of these are rogue doorstep sellers selling services such as home improvements and repairs, security systems, mobility aids, gardening services etc. 


The police advice is to never ever buy from a cold caller, either at the door or by phone.





To lessen the risk of thefts from cars etc. please LOCK vehicles at all times when not in use, even when in a garage, and do not leave satellite navigation equipment, mobile ‘phones or other goods on display for opportunists to take advantage of.





There has recently been a number of burglaries in the county where entry was gained via insecure doors or windows. With the onset of warm weather, please remember not to leave any ground floor doors or windows open especially if you are not within sight of them. Always keep entry doors locked and never leave keys in door locks. It enables burglars to break surrounding glass and let themselves in, or to use the door for a quick exit. Being able to exit via a door also allows burglars to steal larger items of your property which would be difficult to take through a window.


If you go into the garden, even if only briefly, make sure all doors and windows are locked. You might easily stay out longer than you thought you would, during which time an opportunist burglar can quickly be in and out of your house. 


If you have a flat roof over part of your property, remember not to leave any adjacent windows open, giving burglars easy access. 


Tel: 08453 700700 (ask for the Towcester Rural Safer Community Team)


email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:SCTTowcesterRural@northants.police.uk" ��SCTTowcesterRural@northants.police.uk�


Website (for details of surgeries): www.northants.police.uk











Affordable housing for Brafield on the Green





Thank you to those residents who returned the Housing Needs Survey from South Northamptonshire Council. The results, which are currently being analysed, will help determine the level of need and the type and tenure of affordable housing required. 





A draft report will be sent to the Parish Council prior to the P. C. meeting to be held on July 15th which will be attended by our Strategic Housing Officer, Nadeem Khan. He will be present to discuss the findings and the way forward, and answer any questions or concerns that you may have. We have allocated a ‘slot’ on the agenda at 7.40 p.m. for this and residents are most welcome to come along to take part in the discussion.





If the survey results do identify a need for affordable housing in Brafield, the Parish Council together with the Rural Housing Enabler and the Strategic Housing Officer from S.N.C., as well as local Ward Members and a colleague from one of the district council’s housing association partners, will then arrange a walkabout in the village to identify potential land for development. 





In the meantime, if you would like any further information please contact Nadeem Khan : Strategic Housing Officer at South Northants Council on 01327 322374, or Helen Barnell (Brafield Parish Council) on 01604 890373.














Concessionary Bus Pass Update





As you may be aware the new National Concessionary Bus Pass was launched on April 1st 2008. This entitles eligible residents (those over 60 or eligible disabled people), to travel free anywhere in England on local buses between 9.30 a.m. and 11 p.m. on weekdays, and anytime at weekends and bank holidays.


Unfortunately, due to the large demand for these National passes across the country, many authorities are experiencing delays. Existing SNC passes will remain valid until September 2008 but only for journeys commencing in the District. This means that holders who do not have the new National Pass will be required to pay for trips commencing outside South Northants. 


The Parish Council has received a lengthy and detailed update on this matter from SNC with contingencies plans to support residents who may be disadvantaged by not receiving their new pass in time. A copy of this update may be received from Cllr. Helen Barnell by ‘phoning 890373, or, alternatively, South Northants Council will endeavour to assist on 01327 322 322. 





South Northants Homes : Stock Condition Survey





Following the recent transfer of housing from the Council, ‘South Northants Homes’ (SNH) are eager to start getting some of the promised improvement works underway within the first year. They are in the process of updating their records about the condition of the housing stock in this area. The information gained from this survey will be used to develop programmes of work to maintain the homes to help meet the South Northants Homes Standard and exceed the Governments Decent Homes Standard.  ‘Ridge Property and Construction Consultants’, a specialist stock surveying company, has been commissioned to carry out this survey work. A surveyor from ‘Ridge’ will call at all the homes that were not previously surveyed before the end of June 2008. They will need to view all internal and external areas, including the loft space (if there is one).


All surveyors will carry an identification badge and a letter of authority on SNH headed paper. You can verify the identity of the surveyor by calling the Customer Services Team on 08454 606 888.  Any tenants with queries regarding these surveys may also use the same direct dial number.





Dog fouling





There has been a noticeable improvement in dog fouling around the village with more people clearing up after their pets. Thank you to all those responsible dog owners.


PLEASE take dog bags home and dispose of them in your black wheelie bin. PLEASE, PLEASE do not do drop them into the open litter bins by the bus shelters etc., nor hang such bags in the bushes for others to remove. It is one of the least desirable ‘duties’ for a Parish Councillor to do!  For hygiene reasons we have had to request SNC remove the bin from outside the Day Nursery on Church Lane.











