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Chairman : Gill Morgan


10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green   Northants  NN7 1BW 


(01604) 891934    email  gillmorgan121@aol.com








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House   Dean’s Row   Gayton   Northants  NN73HA   


(01604) 858360  email  viv.hartley@lineone.net








Next Meeting: Tuesday 20th May : Annual General Meeting and Annual Parish Meeting at 7 p.m. followed by the Parish Council Meeting at 7.30 p.m.     Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield





Tuesday 20th May at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield
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Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 











Village Website





If you are organising an event in or around the village, and you would like details of it to be posted on the village website, please forward the relevant information to: 





content@brafieldonthe


green.org.uk











Affordable housing for Brafield on the Green





With this Newsletter you will have received a Housing Needs Survey from South Northamptonshire Council who, as mentioned in the February Newsletter, want to assess future housing need in Brafield, and to decide whether an affordable housing development is required.  Affordable housing is housing run by a housing association for rent or up to 80% shared ownership. 


  


This survey is being distributed to each household and business in the village and covers two areas. Firstly, general views from residents about a small affordable housing development in Brafield, and secondly, the actual housing need within the village. These forms should be returned to South Northamptonshire Council in the pre paid envelope provided by 9th May 2008. S.N.C. will then undertake an analysis of the results which will help determine the level of need and the type and tenure of affordable housing required. Please be assured that all replies are confidential. 





A draft report will be sent to the Parish Council prior to the P. C. meeting to be held on July 15th which will be attended by our Strategic Housing Officer, Nadeem Khan. He will be present to discuss the findings and the way forward, and answer any questions or concerns that you may have.





If the survey results do identify a need for affordable housing in Brafield, The Parish Council together with the Rural Housing Enabler and the Strategic Housing Officer from S.N.C., as well as local Ward Members and a colleague from one of the district council’s housing association partners, will arrange a walkabout in the village to identify potential land for development. 





Every form counts, so please take the time to complete the survey.  It’s a chance for you to have your say, even if you don’t have a need for housing yourself, you may know family members or local people who do.  If the results indicate a housing need, this will help to identify the appropriate number and type of housing for people with local connections to the village.





In the meantime, if you would like any further information please contact Nadeem Khan : Strategic Housing Officer at South Northants Council on 01327 322374, or Helen Barnell (Brafield Parish Council) on 01604 890373.











Bus shelters





The Parish Council still needs a cleaner for the 3 bus shelters around the village. 


2 hours per week – pay negotiable. 


Contact: Gill Morgan on 01604 891934 to apply





In the meantime Albert Rainbow has kindly agreed to return to carry out this role until a replacement cleaner can be found. We are very grateful to him for offering to continue on a temporary basis.








Road Closures





Two advance warnings of local road closures:-





Saturday & Sunday June 7th & 8th 1.30 – 4.30 - part of Church Lane for the Annual Flower Festival and Fete





and





Sunday 13th July 6 a.m. – 7 p.m. - Horton Road from Elm Close to Denton Lane for Castle Ashby Country Fair.


























Village website





� HYPERLINK "http://www.brafieldonthegreen.org.uk/" �www.brafieldonthegreen.org.uk�








Have Your Say : Parish Survey





First of all, a big thank you to everyone who took the time to complete the survey cards. We handed out 305 cards and received 41 back. This is a great response and the highest percentage return of all six local villages. Well done.


We have taken time to read through the cards and analyse the results to work out which issues are important to our community and what we can do to improve things. The following came out as top of your concerns:-





Parking on pavements and grass verges.       


Speeding


Anti-social behaviour


Dog fouling


Poor road surfaces





The main area of concern appears to be parking and we would ask that you show consideration for others in this matter. Please remember that when you park on the footpaths/grass verges, not only are you causing damage to them, but you are causing an obstruction. We have several disabled and blind people who need to move safely around the village as well as a number of young families with push chairs so please park with consideration for all. This is a matter that the Police will be keeping a watch on and talking to anyone who they feel is causing an obstruction. 





Speeding is an on-going issue and again the police will continue to monitor this with support from the mobile safety camera team. The Billing Road, in particular, was of great concern to many of you and as a Parish Council we will continue to investigate what further action we can take to make this as safe as possible.





Anti-social behaviour also featured highly on your list of concerns and this continues to be a priority for the Parish Council and the Police. We need the assistance of all residents to combat this, so we ask you, yet again, to report all incidents to the police to ensure that a Police presence is maintained in the area where it is most needed. 





All incidents should be reported to the police on 08453 700700, or  999 in an emergency.





Dog fouling is also a concern. If you own a dog, be considerate of others and clean up after your pet. Not only is dog fouling a health hazard, it is an offence, and if caught you may be fined £75. We will ask for the SNC Dog Warden to undertake more patrols in the parish.





 Finally poor road surfaces:  please report these to the Parish Council or directly to Street Doctor on 0845 601 1113.





A number of neighbourhood disputes were highlighted as an issue, and, as a Parish Council, we cannot get involved, but we would ask that all parishioners exercise tolerance of each other as we all have to live together in the community. Please ensure security lights are not creating a problem for your neighbour; should your neighbour’s hedge be an issue – speak to them. If you have a concern with your neighbour try speaking to them first - it may be they are not aware of your problem!





Many other areas of concern were raised and although we have mainly covered the top 5 we will continue to review all your concerns to see what can be done to make our community a better place in which to live.





Police matters


Eleven of the Local Authority garages in the Green Road area were broken into on the night of the 28th March and a number of items stolen. Please ensure you secure all outbuildings etc. to try to prevent further incidences of this nature.





Delivery of the new Yellow Pages Directory will take place to every home locally over the 2-3 weeks commencing April 7th. Please keep a look-out for these and be kind enough to take them in for your neighbour if necessary, as leaving them on display is a give-away sign to criminals that no-one is in.





There have recently been a small number of burglaries with a common link. Elderly residents’ dwellings have been entered via upstairs open windows from flat roofs in each case. Please keep windows closed and be especially aware of access points near flat roofs. Look out for elderly neighbours and advise them if you notice their doors or windows are insecure.





Sadly there has been yet more vandalism in St Laurence Churchyard. Please be vigilant and report any suspicious activity on 08453 700700, or 999 in an emergency 





The Parish Council is considering arranging an open meeting in the Village Hall to discuss Neighbourhood Watch once again. Further details will be distributed at a later date.








New Parish Councillor





We would like to welcome Dawn Aston on to the Parish Council. She has been co-opted to fill the remaining vacancy that has been advertised for some time.


Her contact details will be given in the next Newsletter, and posted on the website alongside those of the other Councillors, when we receive her signed legal declaration of office.











