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Chairman : Gill Morgan


10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green   Northants  NN7 1BW 


(01604) 891934    email  gillmorgan121@aol.com








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House   Dean’s Row   Gayton   Northants  NN73HA   


(01604) 858360  email  viv.hartley@lineone.net








Next Parish Council Meeting:


Tuesday 1st April at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield








  Brafield on the Green Parish Council Newsletter  No 33  February  2008        











Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 











Village Website





If you are organising an event in or around the village, and you would like details of it to be posted on the village website, please forward the relevant information to: 


content@brafieldonthegreen.org.uk











Cluster Youth Group





The latest meeting of this group took place in the Sargeant Memorial Hall, Brafield on January 29th (a date published in the last Newsletter) and was attended by three people from Yardley Hastings (a Parish Councillor, a Youth Leader and one young person); two from Cogenhoe (a Parish Councillor and one young person); two Parish Councillors from Brafield and our local P.C.S.O. Richard Markham.


The Cluster Youth Group was formed to try to offer sporting and social opportunities to young people aged from 13 to 18 and has been running for approximately six months. Although some interesting suggestions and ideas have been put forward, the group cannot implement any of these ideas without adult help, and until that is forthcoming, no further progress can be made. Adult volunteers are URGENTLY required to help both organise and participate in events. 





If you have ever worked for any youth organisations or sports clubs, or are parents/guardians that are interested in helping to provide activities for young people, then we require your help. 





If you would like more information or would like to discuss this further then please contact in the first instance: Gill Morgan on 01604 891934.


Yardley Hastings Youth Club





Yardley Hastings has a flourishing Youth Club which runs every Monday evening from 7 – 9 p.m. The group is affiliated to the Northampton Association of Youth Clubs (NAYC) and is fully insured. A variety of activities are on offer from badminton, table tennis, quizzes, arts and crafts, cookery etc. and there are occasional trips out  (the next to paintballing). About 25 – 30 young people aged from 11-16, mainly from Yardley Hastings, regularly attend.  Their leader has kindly offered to open this club to young people from Brafield. It is held in the Memorial Hall, Northampton Road, Yardley Hastings and the cost for each session is £1. Tuck is available. If you are interested, just turn up and complete a membership form on the first evening. Adult helpers would be most welcome – please contact Gill Morgan on 01604 891934 if you wish to volunteer.


 








Inter Parish Fun evening and Barbeque





We are arranging an inter parish fun evening with a band, bonfire and barbeque for both adults and young people to be held in Yardley Hastings on Friday 18th July. Further details and tickets will be available at a later date, but you may wish to keep this date free in your diary. 





Survey card- HAVE YOUR SAY





You will recently have received a card from the Parish Council and Safer Community Team asking for your views on improving our community. We urge you to take a few moments to complete this and place in the box at The Village Stores or Ramco by 15th February.





Police Matters





A full British Gas uniform and a leather folder with the British Gas logo on it were recently stolen from a vehicle, and, in a separate incident, a white Ford Transit van was stolen from Anglian Water. A further separate theft of Anglian Water uniforms also occurred recently. Be on your guard and do not allow anyone to enter your home unless you are completely satisfied with who they are. Please encourage all householders, but especially the elderly and vulnerable, to check the identification of unknown callers thoroughly, and if in doubt, do not open the door. 


Any suspicious callers should be reported to the police on 08453 700700, or dial 999 in an emergency.





Securing your home during Winter





Police are urging residents to check their security and lighting arrangements. Burglars prefer the cover of darkness, but, with a bit of extra care, many burglaries can easily be prevented.


The most important thing is to look like you’re at home even when you’re out – a burglar is less likely to target a house that looks occupied.  Please be aware of the following simple security steps:-


Always use available alarm systems even during the night.


Make good use of security lights both inside and outside your property, and make sure they are in good working order.


If returning home after dark Install a timer on an inside light to automatically switch on at dusk.


Make sure all doors and windows are secure, especially downstairs.


Remove items such as handbags, wallets, keys, mobile ‘phones etc. from outside view.


Keep curtains closed at night – if you are away ask a neighbour to close them for you.


Make sure your front door is well lit, and, where possible, visible from the street.


Keep vehicles locked, even when kept inside an alarmed garage.


Mark property with your postcode. (For advice call your local Community Safety Department 08453 700700)

















Information Booklet





The Parish Council is currently compiling an information booklet for the benefit of everyone in Brafield, but particularly for new residents to welcome them to our village. 


Together with the website and our regular Newsletter, we hope it will help to keep you in touch with what is happening and on offer locally, and encourage you to share in the life of our community. 


The booklet is currently in its final stages and when a first draft is available we hope to canvass various people for their views before it finally goes to print. 





Affordable local housing





South Northamptonshire Council is committed to reviewing housing need across the region and to developing affordable housing for local people where need is demonstrated. This could be of particular interest to people who have lived, worked, or have had close relatives living in the village for a minimum of three years, and may now wish to live here in a home of their own. As part of the Council’s five year rolling programme, Brafield is scheduled for housing need assessment this year. We have been assigned a Strategic Housing Officer who will attend the next Parish Council meeting on the 1st April so that Councillors and local people can ask questions and discuss relevant issues. Following this, a Housing Survey sheet will be delivered to every household with the next Newsletter in order to assess local needs for the next 5 years. Even if you cannot see an immediate need, consider whether you or a member of your family may require help within this period. 








Delapre Abbey Northampton





A consultation process is currently underway on the future use of Delapre Abbey which is owned by Northampton Borough Council. A Delapre Abbey Trust has been set up and various options on the future use of the Abbey by the community have been put forward. These range from arts and cultural settings and events, a heritage centre, environmental schemes, leisure activities, educational opportunities as well as other community activities etc. 


If you have an interest in the future of the Abbey you are invited to go along on Saturday 1st March between 2 and 5 p.m. to look at the proposals and give your feedback. The Trustees appointed consultant, Niall Phillips, as well as the Trustees, will be present to hear any comments or answer any questions that you may have. The tea room, staffed by Friends of Delapre Abbey, will be open for refreshments.





Village website





� HYPERLINK "http://www.brafieldonthegreen.org.uk/" �www.brafieldonthegreen.org.uk�








Rats





South Northants Council has recorded an increase in the rat population across the area. This is of serious concern because rats not only carry disease, but are now becoming immune to domestically available poisons. If you become aware of rats either on your property or on public property please call the FREE pest control service at S.N.C. on 0835 2300226





Our Precept





The Parish Council has set its local ‘precept’ (the money allocated to the Parish Council from your Council Tax payments) at £10,000 for the year 2008/9 This slightly above inflationary increase has been necessary for a variety of reasons:- the cost of repairs caused by vandalism in the village has, once again, been a significant factor, but there have also been large increases in the cost of electricity which affect our lighting costs as well as Hall rental. We are also making a contribution to the children’s play area to secure its future. About 80% of our precept covers the regular expenditure of the Council and the remaining funds are held as a contingency and for specific projects as well as for ‘match’ funding. 


New ideas for future village projects of benefit to the community are always welcome. Contact the Clerk if you have suggestions.




















Vacancy for cleaner : Bus shelters





CLEANER  2hrs per week – immediate start.


Fed up with the shelters looking a mess? We need a cleaner for 2hrs a week – Pay negotiable


May suit someone retired or a student (16yrs+).





Contact: Gill Morgan on 01604 891934 to apply





 











