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10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green   Northants  NN7 1BW 


(01604) 891934    email  gillmorgan121@aol.com
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Next Parish Council Meeting:


Thursday 31st January at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield
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Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 











Thank you to all those loyal people who make a regular commitment to help the Parish Council throughout the year. The Chairman and Councillors of Brafield Parish Council send their best wishes to them, and to all other parishioners, this Christmas and throughout the New Year.








Overhanging hedges





The Parish Council has received a number of requests to issue a reminder regarding overhanging hedges, trees and shrubs, with particular reference to the Bridle Path that runs through the village from Billing Road to Church Lane, as well as in Green Road. Please be vigilant if you have a hedge that runs alongside a footpath and show consideration for those who use the footpaths, including those with mobility scooters. Negotiating overhanging branches and brambles can cause problems. We would, however, like to thank those villagers who responded to previous requests to cut back hedges, shrubs etc. that were seriously encroaching over pavements, footpaths and bridle paths.





Horse riders please note





The P.C. has also received concerns about horse riders using the footpaths through the village. Public footpaths should not be used by people with horses unless they have the permission of the landowner concerned, and then only if their use is not detrimental to users on foot. Footpaths are generally narrower than bridle paths and bridleways (which can be used by riders), and pedestrians can be quite intimidated by being confronted by horses along narrow or confined stretches of footpaths. It could also be considered a serious safety issue and it is for this reason that it is not allowed. Footpaths and bridleways are clearly marked so please respect the law when out riding.





Anti social behaviour





Following the recent spate of anti-social behaviour in the village we would like to thank all members of the parish who quietly and independently made a particular effort to clear up the mess on the Green, by the benches and in the bus shelters. We are all grateful to you for keeping our village a pleasant place in which to live. 


 


The problems we had been experiencing in the village appear to have abated and we believe this is in no small part to the efforts, not only of parishioners in reporting issues as soon as they occur, but also of our PCSO Richard Markham who has been very active in pursuing and moving on troublesome individuals, and again for this we are very grateful. 





Albert Rainbow


 


Sadly during this wave of anti-social behaviour, Albert Rainbow, who has been cleaning our bus shelters since the early 1960's, decided that he no longer wished to undertake this task and has regrettably stepped down, leaving a vacancy needing to be filled (details below). A presentation of a clock was made to Albert by the Parish Council during the Good Neighbours’ Christmas Lunch on the 3rd December in recognition of his loyal service to the Parish. (Photographs on website). His efforts will be greatly missed.





Vacancy for cleaner : Bus shelters





Following Albert’s retirement a vacancy now exists to cover his duties: 2 hours a week for 52 weeks of the year at £6 per hour; to sweep, clean and disinfect the 3 bus shelters in the village. Equipment provided.  Please contact the Clerk or any member of the Parish Council if you are interested in filling this vacancy.


 


Sadly recent vandalism to the bus shelters will cost the Parish Council a further £420 to repair and such damage is now a constant drain on resources. Any instances that you witness should be reported to the Police immediately. 








Trees





Colin Gautrey has planted a replacement copper beech on the wide verge alongside Bridle Close, and will shortly be planting  a red birch on the Green to commemorate Richard Mackaness’s retirement from the Parish Council after 32 years service.  


We would like to thank Colin for his willingness to do this on behalf of the Parish Council.  








Police Matters





A serious distraction burglary was committed earlier this month at a sheltered bungalow in Hackleton. The offenders posed as Council staff saying they were there to mend the fence. An elderly lady was assaulted, her telephone ripped from the wall, and her personal alarm pendant taken before the offenders ransacked the house. The police have advised that these offenders are very dangerous and if anyone is approached please let  the police  know  immediately  (tel. no. below).   Please  warn  elderly  residents  and  family  members  and 


DO NOT ALLOW SUCH PEOPLE ENTRY TO YOUR PREMISES.





Churches, schools, businesses and homes throughout the county are being plagued by thieves who are stripping away metal of all varieties to sell for cash. Please keep an eye out for any suspicious activity, people or vehicles. Take a note of descriptions and registration numbers and report anything suspicious to the Police immediately. The number to ring is shown below, or telephone 999 if a crime is in progress. 





Tel: 08453 700700 


Towcester Rural Safer Community Team: email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:SCTTowcesterRural@northants.police.uk" �SCTTowcesterRural@northants.police.uk�    


Website: � HYPERLINK "http://www.northants.police.uk/" �www.northants.police.uk�


 








Protecting Vulnerable Adults from Abuse





We are all responsible for taking action if we know of any vulnerable adult suffering abuse.  Abuse is not just physical – it may be financial, psychological, sexual or discriminatory and people over the age of 18 who receive or are eligible for community support services are considered ‘vulnerable’.  If you are concerned about anyone who you think is suffering in this way you should contact the Adult Care Team on 0845 124 4500 or by email � HYPERLINK "mailto:acss@northamptonshire.gov.uk" \o "blocked::mailto:acss@northamptonshire.gov.uk" �acss@northamptonshire.gov.uk�.





Direct Payments





Are you eligible for community services because of a disability?  If so you may be interested in the Direct Payment Scheme which allows you to have money paid directly to you to employ your own staff rather than be supported by the community teams.  For more information contact 0845 12 44 500 or 01933 220792 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:directpayments@northamptonshire.gov.uk" \o "blocked::mailto:directpayments@northamptonshire.gov.uk" �directpayments@northamptonshire.gov.uk�.











Cluster Youth Group





The Cluster Youth Group are members of your community who are working together to offer sporting and social opportunities to young people aged from 13 to 18.    This community led project encompasses 6 parish councils and other partners who pool ideas and resources. We have been working towards this aim for approx 6 months and the group currently consists of both adults and young people.  Our aim is to provide the 13 -18 year age group with the opportunity for social inclusion.





We URGENTLY require adult volunteers, and young people to help both organise and participate in events. If you have ever worked for any youth organisations, sports clubs or are parents/guardians that are interested in keeping children off the streets and providing activities for them and their friends, then we require your help. 





We are planning an informal evening for both adults and young people on January 29th at 7.30pm The Sargeant Memorial Hall, Brafield on the Green, where you will meet the members of the youth group and have an opportunity to ask questions and find out more about what we are hoping to achieve.  





If you or your children are aged between 13 and 18 and have ideas/suggestions about the type of activities you would like to participate in, then please come along and share these with the group.  All ideas are welcome. Participation from all sections of the community is essential to the success of this project.  





If you are unable to attend the meeting but would like more information or would like to discuss it further then please contact in the first instance: Gill Morgan on 01604 891934














Village Website





If you are organising an event in or around the village, and you would like details of it to be posted on the village website, please forward the relevant information (preferably as a simple ‘Word’ document) to:  





content@brafieldonthegreen.org.uk











Village website





� HYPERLINK "http://www.brafieldonthegreen.org.uk/" �www.brafieldonthegreen.org.uk�











