                   

 



Note: new email address for contacting Councillor Helen Barnell : helen@barnell.globalnet.co.uk





Next Meeting : Annual Parish Meeting Tuesday 8th May at 7 p.m. followed by the A.G.M. and Parish Council Meeting at 7.30 p.m. Sargeant Memorial Hall








Council tenants : The future of your home: You Decide





South Northamptonshire Council was required by the Government to carry out a housing options appraisal.  This was completed in 2005 following extensive consultation with tenants. The option appraisal looked in detail at the best way to meet the Government's minimum � HYPERLINK "http://www.southnorthants.gov.uk/housing/2343.htm" �Decent Homes Standard �by 2010 and maintain it thereafter.  It also looked at how best to improve services, and provide and pay for the housing service over the next thirty years. S.N.C. decided that transfer to a housing association represented the best way to achieve all this. 


What’s happening? There is a great deal of work that has already been completed and much more to do:


S.N.C. have selected an existing housing association to work with to form a new group.  Aragon Housing Association were selected in July 2006 following a rigorous selection process which involved representatives from tenants, staff and councillors.


S.N.C. have set up the new local housing association in "shadow" form so that tenants can see what kind of landlord it would be before they are asked to vote.  The Shadow board of South Northants Homes - the chosen name for the new local housing association, has now been meeting on a regular basis since September 2006.


S.N.C. are currently developing their formal offer document, about the proposed transfer, to be sent to all tenants later this year.  Informal consultation with tenants has been taking place since November 2006 through a series of focus groups set up specifically for this purpose.  These groups meet in addition to the already established Tenants Forum, Tenants Panel and the Disability Sub Group.





For further information contact the Decent Homes Team  Tel: 0800 177 7001 or email decenthomesteam@southnorthants.gov.uk











There is a great deal of work that has already been completed and much more to do: 
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Alley Garden Play Area : Petition





After many months of hard work by a dedicated group of local residents, and the generosity of local businesses etc., the Brafield Parish Charity, which is responsible for the Alley Garden Play Area in Church Lane, has managed to raise the £2500 needed to apply for a grant of £25,000 to provide four additional pieces of play equipment.


The grant application has been submitted, but the awarding body is now requesting evidence of further community consultation and support. The Parish Council has submitted a letter in support of this application, but in order to collect wider evidence, the Charity has placed a petition in the Village Post Office and Stores which we hope you will feel able to sign to show your support. 


You may prefer to send your comments in support of this application to Gill Morgan or Ray Henman. The awarding body must receive the Charity’s response by 22nd March. We do urge you to support this application for the benefit of all the children in the village.





Interested in becoming a Parish Councillor?  There is a vacancy on the Parish Council for a volunteer wishing to involve themselves in local community affairs.  Please contact the Chairman Kevin Ward for further details.








Chairman : Gill Morgan


10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green   Northants  NN7 1BW 


(01604) 891934    email  gillmorgan121@aol.com








Next Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 14th April at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield 


Members of the public are most welcome to attend. 








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House  Dean’s Row  Gayton  Northants  NN7 3HA    01604 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net











Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 














Our village and the development of Northampton – at risk or not?





Most of you will be aware of the massive amount of new housing development in a wide arc - to our west, north and east – affecting Towcester, Daventry, Northampton, Wellingborough and beyond. Perhaps you’ve wondered if that development might come our way?





For the moment there’s no immediate risk. Brafield is part of South Northants District Council area and there are no plans to permit large scale development in our village


. 


There is a huge amount of new development in Northampton but this is confined within the boundaries of the Borough area which have not changed. This is being regulated by the ‘West Northants Development Corporation’. This body has been created by central government to oversee development in Northampton and parts of Daventry and Towcester. In Northampton it has been effectively given the Borough’s planning powers. This has enabled it to maximise development within the so-called ‘Northampton Implementation Area’ (NIA) which includes the whole Borough area. Consequently there is no risk of green field expansion outside the existing town boundary, for now……





……However, the target numbers of houses demanded by central government are such that there will not be enough space in the NIA. Consequently, the Implementation Area is going to have to be extended, somewhere. The Development Corporation is saying that green field extension of the town boundaries is inevitable. The question is, ‘where will they be’? There is already big pressure to extend to the west around the M1 corridor. 





A proposed new definition of the NIA is expected this year, probably in the late spring or early summer. Will that document propose building out in our direction? We will have to wait and see but you have been warned. 





If much of what you cherish about our village is its location, its rural quality, its balance and scale of housing and population, then that could all be put in jeopardy and soon. 





Assuming many of you would wish, with the Parish Council, to try to resist massive development of our village, we may need to mobilise and fight such proposals. That’s why we are warning you now. 





The Council would be interested to hear what residents’ views are about this issue. Would you want Brafield to become part of the town like Great Billing or Weston Favell?








Travel Further for Less





Northamptonshire County Council and South Northants Council are investing more money so that you can travel further for less.


 If you have a S.N.C. bus pass you can travel for free between 9.30 and 23.00 on Mondays to Fridays, and all day on Saturdays, Sundays and Bank Holidays, on normal bus routes within the South Northamptonshire boundary and on direct buses to and from Banbury, Milton Keynes, Oxford, Daventry, Northampton, and Wellingborough. This includes travel to places en route to these destinations. 


You can also travel for £1 at any time to any destination within Northamptonshire and to Banbury, Bicester, Market Harborough, Peterborough, Stamford, Bedford, Buckingham, Milton Keynes, Rugby and Uppingham. This includes places outside South Northants that are en route to these destinations. The £1 fare cannot be used for journeys totally in South Northants. Please note that if you make a journey on which you change buses, you need to pay the £1 fare for each bus you travel on.  


You can have a bus pass if you are a permanent resident in South Northants, and are either over 60, or a disabled person who qualifies under the categories listed in the Transport Act 2000. Full details are given on the application form available from:-


South Northamptonshire Council’s Customer Contact Centre, Springfields, Towcester, NN12 6AE


Tel: 0845 2300226





JASON  (Journeys Around South Northants)


As you may be aware the JASON service is provided by N.C.C. and runs between 9a.m. and 5p.m. from Monday – Friday excluding bank holidays and public holiday periods.  It is aimed at residents who cannot access the normal bus services. It covers journeys from your door to destinations in South Northants, plus set places in Northampton town centre, Banbury and Milton Keynes. There is currently an annual registration fee of £12, and the cost of each journey is 50p per mile (minimum £2.50 per journey). (These charges are currently under review and may change in the near future). However if you have a South Northants bus pass then all journeys are free.


Until July 2006 the JASON service was operated by minibus, but is now run by taxi and private hire vehicles. All JASON services must be booked 24 hours in advance. For further details of JASON call:-


Journeyline on 0800 032 3208





Parish Council Elections : May 2007





Brafield on the Green is currently in Chase Ward, but at the next Parish Council elections on the 3rd May 2007 a significant reorganisation will take place, Chase Ward will no longer exist, and Brafield will become part of a new Brafield and Yardley Ward which will cover:-





    Brafield on the Green            Yardley Hastings


    Cogenhoe and Whiston         Denton


    Castle Ashby                          Little Houghton





New electoral registers have been prepared on this basis, and elections will take place for all Parish and District Councillors.


If you have recently moved to Brafield and are not currently on the electoral register for this area, the last date for applications to be received to join that register is 18th April.


Notice of the elections will be posted on the 27th March.


If you are interested in standing as a Parish Councillor at these elections you will need to obtain a Nomination Paper and a Consent to Nomination form, which will come with all the relevant details, either from the Clerk to the Council (details at top of Newsletter) or from the Returning Officer (details below). These will be available from the 28th March.  Completed forms must be received by the Returning Officer (not the Clerk) no later than noon on the 4th April.


The Returning Officer


South Northants District Council


Springfields  Towcester  Northamptonshire  NN12 6AE


Tel: 0845 2300226   Email: info@southnorthants.gov.uk




















