                   

 



Seasonal Thoughts from the Police


 


It is usual for us to see an increase in criminal activity at this time of the year, particularly burglary. The long dark evenings suit the purposes of the burglar, as it is easy for him/her to tell when a house is unoccupied, so please think of the following points:-


A house with lights on, and other signs that the occupier may be at home, is less likely to be burgled. So, when you are away from home, leave one or two lights on. A hallway is often good, as the light will show through other windows, making it difficult for the casual observer to tell whether anyone is at home. Better still, use timer switches to turn on lamps as evening approaches.�Another useful hint if you are out at work, is to ask a neighbour to switch on a light or two at dusk. 





It is also easy to tell who is at home on refuse collection day. Those houses with bins still at the roadside some hours after collection are quite likely to be unoccupied. 





In the run-up to Christmas, burglars take full advantage of the fact that people have been shopping, and homes are stacked with goods intended as presents. These are often left in full view near windows, inviting the thieves to help themselves. Gifts should be stored out of sight. The same applies in the immediate post-Christmas period, when lots of high-value goods are present in homes. The other big give-away is when people leave mountains of packaging by the refuse bin, advertising the fact that they have received a new TV/stereo/computer or whatever for Christmas!�


We would like to take this opportunity to remind you that the single most effective deterrent against the domestic burglar is an alarm system. We recommend that you purchase an alarm from an approved (NSI or SSAIB) alarm installer, and not from companies that cold call.                           





Next Parish Council Meeting:


Thursday 25th January at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield





Royal Mail Postal Scam





Please circulate this especially as Christmas is fast approaching - it has been confirmed by Royal Mail. The Trading Standards Office are making people aware of the following scam: �A card is posted through your door from a company called PDS (Parcel Delivery Service) suggesting that they were unable to deliver a parcel and that you need to contact them on 0906 6611911 (a premium rate number). DO NOT call this number, as this is a mail scam originating from Belize. If you call the number and you start to hear a recorded message you will already have been billed £15 for the phone call. ��If you do receive a card with these details, then please contact:- 


Royal Mail Fraud on 02072396655 or ICSTIS (the premium rate service regulator) at � HYPERLINK "http://www.icstis.org.uk" ��www.icstis.org.uk���





South Northants Recycling Scheme





A number of weeks have now passed since the start of the twin bin / twin box recycling scheme, and a number of related issues have been raised. 





South Northants have no plans at present to remove the neighbourhood recycling bins at the Sargeant Memorial Hall in Brafield. This will be reviewed in the Spring when a sufficient period of time has elapsed to assess the ongoing need.





* If you are a household with six or more occupants   


   you can apply to SNC for an additional bin if     


   required.


* There is no need to remove the paper labels from 


   food cans. 


* There is no need to remove the foil around the 


   neck of a bottle. 


*  Please do rinse recyclable goods to remove food


   residues before putting them into the box.  For


   bottles that contained liquids a very quick swill is


   fine.  For food cans a better wash is required.  It’s 


   best to do this at the end of the washing up.


* The wrong box but with the correct material in it


   will be collected.  The material is the most 


   important thing.  





Households with no able-bodied residents are entitled to a “rear of premise” collection, whereby the crew will collect the bin from the back door.  This also applies to the green bin and the recycling box.


  


Please let the P.C. know your responses to the new scheme, or any further queries that you would like answered.





 Brafield on the Green Parish Council Newsletter  No 27   December 2006 





Billing Road through Lower End





We are now advised that one Vehicle Activated Sign (V.A.S.) will soon be installed on the Billing Road at the Lower End entrance to the village from Billing Aquadrome. This, like the signs on the Bedford Road, will be activated by drivers approaching it who are exceeding the speed limit, and will flash a message asking them to slow down. 





With regard to the enforcement of the weight restriction order on HGVs barring them from using Billing Road, the Parish Council invited the Police to their last meeting to discuss this issue, but although an acknowledgement had been received from Inspector Tromans, no one from the Police was present.





A four fold approach has been agreed by the Parish Council :-


Request N.C.C. Highways to conduct a           


        further survey. (Already contacted)  


Target perpetrators directly (see below)


Inform Police of such perpetrators


Involve the Press





The Parish Council, with the help of various volunteers has been collecting information for some time now on lorry movements along the road including details of number plates, axle weights, companies flouting the order etc. and letters have now been sent to the management of the most persistent offenders (including Royal Mail, Hevey and DHL) to remind them of their obligation to comply with the order, an action which seems to have had some success in Little Houghton.  





Interested in becoming a Parish Councillor?  There is a vacancy on the Parish Council for a volunteer wishing to involve themselves in local community affairs.  Please contact the Chairman Kevin Ward for further details.








Chairman : Gill Morgan


10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green   Northants  NN7 1BW 


(01604) 891934    email  gillmorgan121@aol.com





Next Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 14th April at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield 


Members of the public are most welcome to attend. 








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA   (01604) 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net











Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 








Earls Barton Volunteer Car Scheme :


Brafield to Denton Surgery / Hospital





Volunteer drivers are urgently needed to join this scheme to which Brafield belongs. This is to support patients, who have no other means of transport, in keeping appointments at Denton Surgery or at hospital. Volunteers can commit themselves to as little or as much time as they choose and this is mutually agreed between them and the organiser. So whether you can only spare one afternoon a week, or time every day, it could be the lifeline someone needs. Expenses are reimbursed. If you feel able to help please contact the organisers :-     


Peter or Mo Loake on 01604 812526








Brafield Stadium





Although Incarace Ltd. have carried out a number of modifications at the Stadium to alleviate local concerns, mainly regarding noise, it was felt it might be helpful to local residents to have a list of the meeting dates for the F1 Stock Cars (which emit the most noise though within legal limits) so that they would be aware of these dates for the future season.


Below is the provisional list of meeting dates for 2007 that will feature Brisca F1 Stock Cars at Northampton International Raceway, Brafield.


 


Saturday 14th April           Saturday 19th May


Sunday 24th June             Saturday 14th July


Sunday 15th July              Saturday 11th August


Sunday 23rd September   Sunday 21st October


 


Start and finish times for these events are likely to be 6.00pm and 10.00pm on Saturday nights and 1.00pm and 6.30pm on Sunday afternoons.


 











Parish Councillor Vacancy





If you are interested in volunteering to fill this vacancy please contact the Clerk to the Council. If you would like to find out further details of the role please contact the Chairman.  Details of both appear on the top of this newsletter.





Dog Fouling : Village Green & Bridle Path





The Parish Council has received complaints about dog fouling in these two particularly inappropriate areas which are both designated and therefore require dog owners to clear up after their dogs or risk a fixed penalty fine, as mentioned in recent newsletters. Dog bags are available in the Village Stores (50p for 25). Anyone witnessing such dog fouling may contact: 


Helen Hunt  Animal Welfare Officer


South Northants Council


Direct line : 01327 322277


email : helen.hunt@southnorthants.gov.uk





The Magical Christmas Gardens


4 & 6 Bedford Road Brafield





This wonderful display of Christmas Lights etc. is open each day from 4.30 – 10 p.m. in aid of charity. This year, part of the proceeds raised will be donated to the Brafield Parish Charity which runs the Alley Garden Play Area in Church Lane Brafield, to help it raise the £2500 needed to apply for a grant of £25,000 for four additional pieces of play equipment. 








