                   

 



Footpaths


Many thanks to all the local farmers who have now re-instated their footpaths.  Rights of Way have been notified of those who persistently have not.





Next Parish Council Meeting:


Thursday 6th July at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield








Alley Garden Play Area  





The Brafield Parish Charity is responsible for the Alley Garden Play Area in Church Lane Brafield, which opened a few years ago after many years of hard work and fundraising by a dedicated group of local residents.  Because the insurance and maintenance of this area is expensive, the Charity has struggled to make the further developments to it that it would wish.


 The Charity is eligible to apply for a grant under the Landfill Tax Credit Scheme and it is in the process of doing this. This will provide an additional four pieces of play equipment at a cost of approximately £25,000. However, in order to qualify for this grant the Charity needs to match fund 10% of the cost (£2,500) from third party sources. This may be raised from a variety of other sources, but cannot be from other grants (e.g. lottery fund). There is an additional problem in that the Charity making the application cannot receive and hold the monies and is therefore in the process of arranging for the funds to be held securely by a third party on their behalf.





The Trustees of the Charity are asking all local businesses if they would consider making a donation to the Charity to help them raise the £2,500 required. The Charity has so far received two donations of £270 and £250, but urgently needs to raise the remaining £1980. 





If you feel able to make a donation towards this cause please contact the Chairman Ray Henman on 01604 890748 to discuss.
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Your Parish Council


 


Following the Annual Parish Meeting and A.G.M. on 11th May your representatives on the Parish Council are :-





Chairman : Gill Morgan  10 Grove Rd  NN7 1BW  Tel: 891934  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:GillMorgan121@aol.com" ��GillMorgan121@aol.com�


Vice Chairman : Helen Barnell  8 St.Thomas Rd  NN7 1BZ  Tel: 890373  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:helen@barnell.fsnet.co.uk" ��helen@barnell.fsnet.co.uk� 


Gill Ager : Mildmay  12 Bridle Path  NN7 1BP  Tel: 891488  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gill@agergandp.co.uk" ��gill@agergandp.co.uk�


David Clayson : 46 Bridle Path NN7 1BP  Tel: 891473


Richard Mackaness : 4 The Green NN7 1BB  Tel: 890220  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:RMackaness@aol.com" ��RMackaness@aol.com�


Kevin Ward : 54a Billing Rd NN7 1BL  Tel: 891339  email � HYPERLINK "mailto:kevinward@monkspark.fsnet.co.uk" ��kevinward@monkspark.fsnet.co.uk�








Kevin Ward has decided to step down as Chairman of the Parish Council because of pressure of work from his day job.  Since joining the Council, and becoming Chairman in 1998, he has worked tirelessly for the benefit of the village. As Chairman he has been the driving force behind a number of major developments, including the pedestrian crossing and traffic calming measures along the Bedford Rd through Brafield, and the recent H.G.V. restriction on the Billing Rd. With the late Dr. Ian Robertson he pushed forward the development of affordable rural housing that now forms Bridle Close. He has taken a keen interest in environmental matters and Rights of Way, as well as promoting every aspect of the conservation of our village both locally and in the wider arena.  Under Kevin’s guidance and commitment we believe the Council has evolved as an enabling body and has developed initiatives to communicate its work to the Parish through this Newsletter and, shortly, the Website. We are pleased that he will remain on the Council and thank him for all his hard work over the past 8 years as Chairman.








Interested in becoming a Parish Councillor?  There is a vacancy on the Parish Council for a volunteer wishing to involve themselves in local community affairs.  Please contact the Chairman Kevin Ward for further details.








Chairman : Gill Morgan


10 Grove Road   Brafield on the Green   Northants  NN7 1BW





Next Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 14th April at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield 


Members of the public are most welcome to attend. 








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA    01604 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net











Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 








Dog Fouling





Dog bags are now available to purchase at the Village Stores at a cost of 50p for 25. This is considerably cheaper than the fine of £75 which can now be imposed if you fail to clean up after your dog. Please do so, take bags home and dispose of them in your bin. Posters will shortly be displayed around the village to remind residents of their responsibility. The ten designated areas in Brafield where fines may be applied have been highlighted in recent Newsletters but are :- 





all roads, pavements and verges within the village confines


all hard surfaced footpaths and adjoining grassed or landscaped areas - this includes the whole length of the Bridle Path and the path which crosses Church Field from the Church to Lower End. Where verges are not easily identified a one metre strip bordering the path.


St Laurence Church Yard


The Chapel front garden – Chapel Lane


The Green


The allotments Church Lane


The children’s play area Church Lane


Sargeant Memorial Hall grounds


Footpath crossing pub field from the pub to the Nursery


Footpath crossing Vicarage Field from the Nursery to Billing Road


Some residents with family members in our churchyard have been particularly upset by dogs fouling on graves. Please be sensitive to others and show respect at all times. 








Brafield Stadium  


( Northampton International Raceway)





Earlier this year a representative from Brafield Parish Council, along with Councillors from other local parishes and districts, had a meeting with the management of Brafield Stadium Philip Bond and his son Mark who, as ‘Incarace Motor Sport’, took over the lease of the stadium a few years ago. The meeting was arranged to discuss the concerns raised at local level, principally about noise pollution from vehicles and public address systems.


Philip Bond outlined measures that had already been taken, or were under consideration, to allay such concerns. Acoustic screening has now been installed on the west side of the stadium, a reduced p.a. system will be used where possible, and the stadium will experiment with amplification levels and angling loudspeakers inwards. All vehicles have exhausts and silencers that are scrutinised visually as well as with a sound meter to meet regulations. The meetings are family events and the company employs 40 to 50 local people, including volunteers, on meeting days.


The meeting was a very positive one and both Philip and Mark Bond are keen to co-operate with the community as much as possible.





Alley Garden Play Area donation


At the request of the Parish Council Philip Bond has kindly made a donation of £250 towards the £2500 required for the Alley Garden play area.  We thank him for his generous contribution:-


‘ We are delighted to contribute to the money raising efforts for the Brafield Play Area and we applaud all those that are working so hard to achieve their goal. 


We are a company that also works hard to provide entertainment for many thousands of people during the course of our season and because of the motor racing that has taken place at Brafield Stadium over the last 50 (plus) years the name of your village is known all over the British Isles and the World.


Ask Stock Car racing enthusiasts in Australia, New Zealand, South Africa, Holland, Belgium and even the USA, and the chances are that the Brafield name will be familiar.


Last year we hosted the Brisca F1 and F2 Stock Car World Championships at the stadium and both events were regarded highly by all those that attended from all over the World.


Our company, Incarace Limited, operates two other stadiums in Birmingham and Staffordshire and we have over 1,000 registered drivers who attend over 60 race meetings that are organised by us each year.  We have operated Brafield Stadium for the last 5 years and look forward to continuing for many years to come.’


 


Philip Bond - Incarace Ltd

















Crime





Although recorded crime in Brafield was down by 16% last year, there has been a recent spate of vandalism in the village. A window was burned in the brick built bus shelter, and one window was smashed and burned and an attempt made to set fire to the timber bus shelter, both on the Bedford Rd. The Parish Council has to pay for such repairs (approx. £3,500) and therefore ultimately each householder in the village bears the cost if our precept has to rise to cover these repairs. In another incident vehicles were seriously damaged whilst left on the householder’s driveway overnight.


Please remain vigilant and report any suspicious incidents to the Police on 08453 700 700


Brafield still has no Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator. If you feel able to help fulfil this role please contact the Clerk to the Council.





Brafield Horticultural Show & Fete


Saturday August 26th 2 - 4.30 p.m.


in the Church of Saint. Laurence.�Please contact the Show Secretary


Ray Henman


1 Church Lane  Brafield


890748


if you are interested in further details








Road Closures : Final Reminder


Brafield Flower Festival   Church Lane will be closed on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th June from 1.30 – 4.30 each day for the annual Flower Festival and Village Fete.


Castle Ashby Country Fair  The Brafield to Horton Road from its junction with the entrance to Elm Close to its junction with the Denton Lane at Horton, will be closed on Sunday 9th July 2006 from 6a.m. – 7p.m. for the Castle Ashby Country Fair.














