                   

 



Denton Surgery Bus


It is expected that the Denton Surgery Bus will soon cease to operate through lack of funding. In future, patients from Brafield and the surrounding villages will be able to use the door-to-door Earls Barton Help Scheme. This service may be used by parishioners for any medical appointments, (Surgery, Dentist or Hospital) and means that people are not restricted to making appointments, as previously, to the days when the bus was running.


However, due to the increased workload this will place on the scheme, we urgently need to find one or two volunteer car drivers from our village to help out. All volunteer drivers are paid their mileage expenses.


If you are willing to help, in the first instance please contact Gill Morgan on 891934 for further information, and then your details can be passed on to the Scheme Chairman. Further details of the Scheme will follow once volunteers have come forward.





Next Meeting : Annual Parish Meeting Thursday 11th May at 7 p.m. followed by the Parish Council Meeting at 7.30 p.m.     Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield








Police Community Support Officers 


Northamptonshire Police employ Police Community Support Officers (PCSOs) to work with our police officers to make the county a safer place to live, work and visit. PCSOs are support staff employees, as opposed to Police Officers. They work with Community Beat Officers to provide a visible and accessible uniformed presence on the streets, improving the quality of life in the community and offering greater public reassurance. They are not a replacement for police officers, they are an additional resource to deal with many of the tasks that do not require the experiences or powers of police officers but which often take police officers away from more appropriate duties. They have the following powers available:


Issuing of fixed penalty notices.


Power to confiscate alcohol and tobacco. 


Power of entry to save life or prevent damage. 


Power to demand the name and address of a person acting in an anti-social manner. 


Power to require name and address of person whom a PCSO has reason to believe has committed a relevant offence. 


Power to request a person to remain with them for up to 30 minutes for the arrival of a police officer in certain circumstances. 


Powers in relation to the removal of abandoned vehicles.


Power to use reasonable force to detain in certain circumstances.


Power to issue penalty notices for disorder.


Power to seize vehicles used to cause alarm or distress.


Power to disperse groups and remove persons under 16 to their place of residence.


Power to deal with begging.





All PCSOs are given full training to enable them to take appropriate action in the event of difficult circumstances. They are supervised by police officers and have radio access so they can call for assistance should it be required.


The Force now has 40 PCSOs, including 12 in the Western Area (Daventry, Brackley and Towcester) and 10 in Northampton, and is currently recruiting a further 56 to start at the end of this year, followed by another 117 in 2007/08.
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S.T.O.P.


Stop the Over-development Plans for Northamptonshire


S.T.O.P. is still alive and active and will continue to campaign on its objectives. After the Government’s decision to proceed with the expansion of Northamptonshire, they have had to change their focus. They still aim to stop the over development but this may mean concentrating on trying to slow it down at least until adequate infrastructure and services are in place. There is general recognition that public needs arising from growth must be met, preferably before large increases in population take place, or, at the very best, in time to avoid any deterioration in quality of life in the county. The problems are enormous:- water supply, sewage treatment, and public transport need massive investment. Local roads, particularly in towns, need new plans to prevent gridlock at some times of the day. Meanwhile the risk of flooding increases and with more concrete over the county it will remain.





Campaigning work has now been divided into two groups and S.T.O.P. West will deal with our area of West Northants, Northampton, South Northants and Daventry.


S.T.O.P. West contacts are :-


Paul Withrington 12 Redland Drive Northampton NN2 8QE Phone 01604 455073 / 4


email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:p.withrington@ntworld.com" ��p.withrington@ntworld.com�


Ian Dexter 1 The Pound The Green Great Brington Northampton Phone 01604 771353


email: IanRJDexter@aol.com


Please contact them for details of how you can help








Interested in becoming a Parish Councillor?  There is a vacancy on the Parish Council for a volunteer wishing to involve themselves in local community affairs.  Please contact the Chairman Kevin Ward for further details.








Chairman : Kevin Ward


54a Billing Road Brafield on the Green Northants NN7 1BL





Next Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 14th April at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield 


Members of the public are most welcome to attend. 








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA    01604 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net











Members of the public are most welcome to attend any meeting


At the start of the Parish Council meeting, time is set aside for public enquiries 








Footpaths map





In the October Newsletter we mentioned that we had recently received from Northants County Council a map displaying the footpaths around Brafield. This has now been laminated and is to be placed on the inside kitchen window of the Sargeant Memorial Hall facing outwards. It can then be seen by parishioners even when the Hall is not in use. Its size makes it unsuitable for the various notice boards around the village. 








Police Forces Merger Update





‘As you may be aware the Police Service nationally is currently undergoing a review of its structure. As a result of this it is likely in the next year or so that Northamptonshire Police will merge with one or all of the following forces:- Leicestershire, Lincolnshire, Nottinghamshire, Derbyshire. In order to make this change happen many critical issues have to be resolved, chiefly resources, communication and finances accountability.


In order to position Northamptonshire Police effectively for this change process it has been decided that the current four Policing areas will be merged to form two large areas (basic command units). Western will merge with Northampton town and I have been selected to be Area Commander for this new area. The merger of these two areas will take place in April 2006. The merger gives the current Western area access to a larger number of Police Officers and Staff and I give you my word that this change will not diminish the level of Policing that Western area receives. In fact I see this merger as an opportunity to increase responsiveness together with visibility and to continue to reduce the fear of crime across this rural part of the county.’           Chief Superintendent Paul Phillips


                   Area Commander





Northants Police Community Watch have been made aware that alarm companies are once again calling people in this area and attempting to make arrangements to visit homes and demonstrate alarm equipment. Some of these companies infer that they are working with the Police, or other local agencies such as the Council, and that the alarm system is free of charge. Colleagues from Trading Standards have passed on the following advice: The basic system may be free, however there will be a substantial charge for the installation and monitoring of the alarm equipment. Be wary of buying anything following an unsolicited telephone call or visit. If you do require a burglar alarm contact the Crime Reduction department at Northamptonshire Police who will be able to advise you as to a suitable system which is likely to be much cheaper.





Brafield on the Green Roundabout


As you will know from previous Newsletters the Parish Council has been continuing to press for a roundabout at the junction of the Bedford and Billing Roads in Brafield. The budget for Sustainable Transport has been issued for 2006/2007 and unfortunately  NO roundabout schemes are to go ahead in this financial year. A feasibility study has been completed and a list of proposed roundabouts in the County has been drawn up which does include Brafield. We will keep up the pressure and hope to bring you better news next year.








Road Closures


Brafield Flower Festival


Church Lane will be closed on Saturday 10th and Sunday 11th June from 1.30 – 4.30 each day for the annual Flower Festival and Village Fete.


Castle Ashby Country Fair


The Brafield to Horton Road from its junction with the entrance to Elm Close to its junction with the Denton Lane at Horton, will be closed on Sunday 9th July 2006 from 6a.m. – 7p.m. for the Castle Ashby Country Fair.














