                   

 



The Village Green and its Environment


Councillors are currently considering ways of protecting and improving the environment of the village green which is an attractive amenity area for all of us. The verges and the small island of green near the oak tree end have, in recent months, become quite badly eroded by vehicles, and parking in Church Lane can cause damage to the verge to the allotment land.


If you would like to make any comments or you have suggestions please contact Councillor Gill Ager on 891488 email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gill@ager.caladan.co.uk" �gill@ager.caladan.co.uk�,





The Parish Council is seeking sponsorship towards the cost of a traditional village sign, possibly to be sited on or near the village green. Council funds are probably insufficient to fund the whole cost and we feel it appropriate to seek assistance from any individuals or groups who would be willing to sponsor this venture. Please contact the Clerk in the first instance.





The Parish Council has just received the latest report from the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers (BTCV) who help to manage our village pond. In May 2005 BTCV spent seven volunteer days at the site and a further nine in November. Work consisted almost entirely of vegetation control with particular attention paid to removing non native invasive species such as Himalayan Balsam and Bindweed. Some of the trees were thinned and had ivy and dead wood removed from them. Various reed species were also thinned to prevent further encroachment into the pond. BTCV have recommended that the single sycamore in the corner nearest the farm should be removed. The mixed hedgerow species next to it are all healthy and provide good habitat. The willows on either side of the new seat are showing signs of distress and are being monitored. We are grateful to the BTCV for their ongoing support.





Next Parish Council Meeting :


Thursday 16th March at 7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield





Thanks to Colin Gautrey who, on behalf of the P.C., has planted a copper beech tree to replace the diseased ash tree that had to be removed from the wide verge near Bridle Close, Billing Rd.





Brian Binley your Northampton South M.P.


Telephone no: 01604 250252 ( constituency office )


NSCA 42 Billing Road Northampton NN1 5DA


Website : brianbinley.com
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Our ‘Precept’


The Parish Council has set its local ‘precept’ (the money allocated to the Parish Council from your Council Tax payments) at £9000 for the year 2006/7 This is almost a 10% increase on last year’s money. The cost of repairs caused by vandalism in the village has been about £1000 over the last year and this has affected the level at which the precept has been set. About 80% of it will cover the regular expenditure of the Council such as mowing of green areas, street lighting, the employment of a Clerk to support the volunteer Councillors, costs of audit, insurance, use of the Hall for meetings, etc. as well as the costs of printing the Newsletter which goes to every household in the village and is distributed by volunteers. This year the cost of lighting has increased in line with the cost of electricity, and we have made a significant contribution to support the Play Area as has been reported on in a past Newsletter. 


The remaining money serves as a contingency (for emergency and/or opportunistic expenditure) and for specific projects as well as for ‘match’ funding (i.e. used as a contribution to a project where much more of the money was provided by another authority such as the County Council) for road and traffic projects for example. Money has been set aside to contribute to the cost of speed flashing signs for the Billing Road for instance.New ideas for future village projects of benefit to the community are always welcome. Contact the Clerk if you have suggestions.











Interested in becoming a Parish Councillor?  There is a vacancy on the Parish Council for a volunteer wishing to involve themselves in local community affairs.  Please contact the Chairman Kevin Ward for further details.








Chairman : Kevin Ward


54a Billing Road Brafield on the Green Northants NN7 1BL





Next Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 14th April at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield 


Members of the public are most welcome to attend. 








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA    01604 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net








The Parish Council is in the process of co-opting a Councillor to replace David Fieldhouse who retired from the Council before Christmas. We would like to thank him for his work on the Council over many years.





Members of the public are most welcome to attend


At the start of the meeting time is set aside for public enquiries 








Dog Fouling


All dog owners are reminded that the law covering dog fouling (the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996) requires dog owners to immediately remove faeces from ‘designated’ areas of land.  Failure to remove faeces may lead to a £50 fixed penalty or legal proceedings in respect of the offence.  





These ten areas in Brafield on the Green are now officially designated:


all roads, pavements and verges within the village confines


all hard surfaced footpaths and adjoining grassed or landscaped areas - this includes the whole length of the Bridle Path and the path which crosses Church Field from the Church to Lower End. Where verges are not easily identified a one metre strip bordering the path.


St Laurence Church Yard


The Chapel front garden – Chapel Lane


The Green


The allotments Church Lane


The children’s play area Church Lane


Sargeant Memorial Hall grounds


Footpath crossing pub field from the pub to the school


Footpath crossing Vicarage Field from the school to Billing Road


Dog faeces are unpleasant and unhealthy – please let us work together to resolve this problem




















Victim Support Northamptonshire


Have you, or anyone you know, been a victim of crime?  Need information,  or someone to talk to?


Victim Support is a national organisation with 30 years experience in supporting people who are affected by crime. They can provide information on insurance and criminal injury compensation, get updates about your case from the police, and can liase with other agencies on your behalf. They can also offer a listening ear. They know how crime can affect people’s lives and will offer support if you need to talk things over. Their offices are across the county and their services are accessible to everyone. Information and support is offered over the ‘phone, at your home, at their local offices or in other convenient locations around the county.


If you’ve been a victim of crime do call them on


01604 603477.


They are also looking for people to join their team of Volunteer Caseworkers who provide information and support to people affected by crime. No experience is necessary as full training is provided. You just need an open mind, patience and to be a good listener.


Contact them on 01604 603477


or email them at � HYPERLINK "mailto:admin@vsnorthants.co.uk" ��admin@vsnorthants.co.uk�


Web: www.vsnorthants.co.uk











Free Bus Travel Scheme


Free bus travel from within South Northamptonshire and to towns such as Milton Keynes will be available to the over 60’s and people with disabilities from 1st April this year. South Northants Council (SNC) have agreed that £190,000 be used to fund an enhanced scheme  that allows free travel across the whole of South Northamptonshire as well as to the neighbouring towns of Northampton, Milton Keynes, Banbury, Oxford, Rugby and Wellingborough. The scheme makes free travel available AT ANY TIME, not just off peak. This scheme is separate from the countywide scheme to be run by Northants County Council which will enable over 60’s or people with disabilities to travel beyond their district or borough to anywhere in the county, and to the nearest major town outside the county boundary, for just £1 for each journey.


The free pass for the SNC scheme can also be used on the ‘JASON’ Dial-a-Ride minibus service which is a vital link between the villages that are not served by the regular buses.





To find out more about free travel in South Northants visit the  S.N.C. website at                              � HYPERLINK "http://www.southnorthants.gov.uk" ��www.southnorthants.gov.uk� or


call them on 0845 230 0226





Streetlight faults


If you wish to report a fault with a streetlight in the village, please notify Councillor David Clayson on 891473.


We have, on occasion, been charged for more than one call out when several residents have reported the same fault. We hope having one contact will help eliminate unnecessary charges in the future.











