                   

 



Brafield on the Green Parish Council  :  Notice of Casual Vacancy


I herewith give notice of a vacancy for a Parish Councillor arising from the resignation of Councillor David Fieldhouse. Unless ten electors of the Parish give written notice to the *Proper Officer of the District Council within 14 days# after the date of this notice requesting an election to fill this vacancy, the Parish Council will fill the vacancy by co-option.           Vivien Hartley  Parish Clerk 10.12.05





* The Proper Officer of the District Council is:


The Chief Executive, S.N.C. Council Offices, Springfields, Towcester, Northants NN12 6AE


# Excluding Saturdays Sundays Christmas Eve and Bank Holidays.





Next Parish Council Meeting :


Thursday 19th January at 7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield








‘Red Lion’ planning application


Since the major refurbishment of the Red Lion about three years ago, the Parish Council has been concerned for the safety of pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders and those with impaired mobility, at the point where the bridle path crosses the entrance to the Red Lion car park. It has been attempting to get The Spirit Group, who own the public house, to re-instate the sleeping policemen on either side of the bridle path, but without success. A further application for an extension to the pub has recently been passed by the District Council, but, following strong representation from the P.C. at the full Development Control Committee meeting in Towcester, permission was granted only on condition that the sleeping policemen are re-instated before any building work commences.
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Northamptonshire Police


New On-Line Policing Information Service


� HYPERLINK "http://www.askthe.police.uk" ��www.askthe.police.uk�





This is an easy to navigate site that offers a range of questions and answers as well as useful contacts and local information. This database has been developed to assist the public in finding solutions to those niggling everyday problems that can affect the quality of their lives:- e.g. What can be done about gangs of youths hanging about on your street corner; kids playing football in front of your house etc.? The answers to these and over 500 other questions that the police are most frequently asked can now be found on this website. It is hoped that it will release precious time in police call centres and police stations, freeing up valuable resources to be re-allocated to front-line policing. 





Community Policing





Northamptonshire Police are committed to the development of Neighbourhood Policing Teams. Their aim is that these  Teams will become aware of issues that are important to the local community. To achieve this aim the Teams want to work with and involve voluntary groups  such as Neighbourhood Watch.   ( NHW tel. 01604 432436)





If you are interested in becoming a Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator for Brafield please contact the Clerk to the Council.





Protect your tack and animals





Riders and owners of horses are being urged to secure their tack and any outbuildings following a number of recent burglaries where riding equipment was stolen. Community Safety Officers are offering free security marking of tack as well as free building security advice. For an appointment to arrange this please contact the Community Safety Team on 01327 307902





From December 1st Northamptonshire Police will have a new general telephone number for the public:


08453 700700 (calls charged at local rate)





Warning Distraction burglaries and rogue traders targeting elderly people are an ongoing concern. Look out for tradesmen carrying out casual building work, roofing or odd jobs, with limited or no tools, particularly targeting vulnerable people. Note vehicle registration numbers etc. and brief descriptions of persons. If you get leaflets through the door advertising such work please pass on to the Police.





Tips Trim overgrown trees/hedges that obscure lighting and might hide a burglar from neighbours etc. If you are out all day set indoor lamps on timer switches to come on at dusk to give the impression that someone is at home. Review home security in preparation for winter months.





Interested in becoming a Parish Councillor?  There is a vacancy on the Parish Council for a volunteer wishing to involve themselves in local community affairs.  Please contact the Chairman Kevin Ward for further details.








Chairman : Kevin Ward


54a Billing Road Brafield on the Green Northants NN7 1BL





Next Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 14th April at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield 


Members of the public are most welcome to attend. 








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA    01604 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net








The Chairman and Councillors of Brafield Parish Council send their best wishes to all residents this Christmas and throughout the New Year.





Members of the public are most welcome to attend


At the start of the meeting time is set aside for public enquiries 








Dog Fouling





All dog owners are reminded that the law covering dog fouling (the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 1996) requires dog owners to immediately remove faeces from designated areas of land.  Failure to remove faeces may lead to a £50 fixed penalty or legal proceedings in respect of the offence.  





These four areas in Brafield on the Green are already designated:


all roads, pavements and verges within the village confines


all hard surfaced footpaths and adjoining grassed or landscaped areas - this includes the whole length of the Bridle Path and the path which crosses Church Field from the Church to Lower End. Where verges are not easily identified a one metre strip bordering the path.


St Lawrence Church Yard


The Chapel front garden – Chapel Lane


It is proposed to designate a further six areas:


The Green


The allotments Church Lane


The children’s play area Church Lane


Sargeant Memorial Hall grounds


Footpath crossing pub field from the pub to the school


Footpath crossing Vicarage Field from the school to Billing Road


If you have any comments on the proposed areas yet to be designated please contact Councillor Gill Ager on 891488 email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gill@ager.caladan.co.uk" ��gill@ager.caladan.co.uk�, or any other Councillor during the consultation period before the next P.C. meeting.                                                                                                                                                            


In the past special bins for dog waste were bought and installed at cost to the Parish. These bins were vandalised and have not been replaced. The Parish Council do not feel that replacing the bins will solve the problem and will merely create a further cost to the Parish.  There would be an ongoing cost for emptying the bins and in the summer months the contents may prove offensive. Responsible dog owners currently clear up after their dog and take the waste matter home for disposal. The Council’s view is that providing bins will not necessarily encourage those who do not clear up to do so in future.


The Police Community Support Officers (PCSO) are authorised to issue fixed penalty tickets and they can deal with offenders. We are currently clarifying their role. Alternatively, dog fouling offences that are witnessed, or known offenders, can be reported to the:- 


Animal Welfare Officer Helen Hunt  on 01327 322277  or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:helen.hunt@southnorthants.gov.uk" ��helen.hunt@southnorthants.gov.uk�


Dog faeces are unpleasant and unhealthy – please let us work together to resolve this problem




















Temporary Road Closure


During this winter Cogenhoe Road through Whiston will be closed for two weeks for resurfacing work, exact dates are not yet known. For further information please contact Bob Austin at Atkins on 883400.











The Church and Poors Land Charity


This Charity has a small property estate of just over six acres in the parish comprising:


1.	The Alley Gardens land in Church Lane let as village allotments, to the Brafield Charity for the Children’s Play Area, and as garden ground 


2.	Land off the Bedford Road on the west side of the road to Denton let on a farm business tenancy. 





The origins of the Charity can be traced back to gifts of money by will in the early 18th century subsequently (in 1731) invested in the purchase of land which, essentially following Parliamentary Inclosure in the parish, has come to form the present estate today. The present Scheme for administration of the Charity was created in 2001 but owed much to perpetual trusts created and recorded in the deed of 1731. For much of the 18th and 19th centuries the trust was in part administered by Parish Officers, the Overseers of the Poor, and it was to the Churchwardens and Overseers of the Parish that land was awarded at inclosure in 1829  ‘in trust for the poor of Brafield’.


Annual income from the Charity is used for two purposes. After any expenses arising from administering the Charity, one third is paid to the Church for repair and maintenance and the other two thirds is available and/or added to a fund for helping persons living in Brafield who are ‘in need, hardship or distress’. The Charity has one ex officio trustee (the Vicar), four nominated trustees (three nominated by the Parish Council and a Churchwarden, the Church’s nominee) and up to two co-opted Trustees. The present chair is Gill Ager who is also a Parish Councillor. The Charity is looking for a new Clerk. If you are interested in offering to help with this voluntary office, then please call Gill on 891488 to discuss what is involved. 








New Notice Board


This is now in place on the bus shelter opposite the village shop. One half is for Parish Council notices, the other for village notices. If you wish to place a notice on the village side we request you use drawing pins only, not staples, please.








