                   

 



Newsletter deliverers 


Thank you to Donna Burge and Chris Pittams who, between them, have kindly volunteered to deliver Parish Council Newsletters to the 103 households on the Horton side of the Bedford Road. 








Next Parish Council Meeting :


Thursday 1st December at 7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield





‘The Street Doctor’. 


A further reminder that this service can be contacted both by telephone on 0845 601 11 13


or via the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk/" �www.northamptonshire.gov.uk�..


The service replaces ‘Clarence’ the previous fault reporting service. The most commonly reported faults reported are: broken streetlights, potholes, blocked drains and hazardous pavements. If you contact the service to report a fault you will be given a unique reference number so you can track the progress of your fault. Please ensure you ask for this. The Parish Council would also be interested in monitoring such reported faults, so it would be helpful if you would be kind enough to contact Gill Ager on 891488 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gill@ager.caladan.co.uk" �gill@ager.caladan.co.uk� and we will do our best to support you in ensuring that tasks are completed.








Mobile Library Service


Following representation from the Parish Council on the proposed withdrawal of one of the three library stops in Brafield, this stop is now to be retained. From 8th September ’05 the mobile library will visit Brafield fortnightly on Thursday mornings as follows :-





Grove Road    9.40 – 10.00 


Church Lane 10.05 – 10.20


Green Road  10.25 – 10.45





Contact Principal Librarian Hilary Ward on 01933 225 365 for further information. 
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Children’s Play Area


The Parish Council has been concerned about the state of the revenue of the Brafield Parish Charity, which is responsible for providing the Alley Garden play area in Church Lane, and the risk of its future being jeopardised by insufficient income. After examining the finances of the Charity the Council has agreed to make it a donation of £800 this year specifically to cover the cost of maintenance, insurance and safety in running the play area. This figure has been deliberately chosen so as to set the Charity a continuing income target of £500 by community involvement and investment, building on the 100 Club work and related activity. The Council will review the contribution required in the next year on the basis of the basic maintenance costs required and the success of the Charity in generating its own income stream. It is committed to ensuring the continuing security of this Charity which provides a valuable service to the community, by making available an area in which young children can play - an important part of the facilities we have in the village. It is hoped by providing a stable base, that in future the Charity can continue to purchase more equipment using the several sources of grant aid funding that are available for capital investment in community play areas. Being successful in grant applications requires a strong financial position and the Council is committed to ensuring that this is the case for this Charity.


 








Interested in becoming a Parish Councillor?  There is a vacancy on the Parish Council for a volunteer wishing to involve themselves in local community affairs.  Please contact the Chairman Kevin Ward for further details.








Chairman : Kevin Ward


54a Billing Road Brafield on the Green Northants NN7 1BL





Next Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 14th April at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield 


Members of the public are most welcome to attend. 








Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA    01604 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net








Northamptonshire Police : Force to merge


Northamptonshire’s Chief Constable Peter Maddison has accepted that his force will have to merge with another Police Service following the Home Secretary’s indication that smaller forces will merge into strategic units of not less than 4,000 officers. Northamptonshire Police, which currently has 1,355 officers, is part of the East Midlands region which includes the Leics. Lincs. Notts. and Derbys. forces. Mr. Maddison said ‘While accepting the need to position policing for the coming decades and to provide a service which is able to protect the community by responding to the threats of cross- border organised crime and terrorism, I am frustrated that N. Police is put in this position. We are a force with a strong reputation both locally and nationally. We work hard to deliver an effective service to the community and whatever happens, we are determined that local policing will be preserved’








Members of the public are most welcome to attend


At the start of the meeting time is set aside for public enquiries 








Northamptonshire ACRE


(Action with Communities in Rural England)





This is a leading community development agency which works in partnership with statutory bodies and voluntary groups in Northamptonshire to support the development of effective services and sustainable rural communities, encouraging people to take an active part in local life. ACRE is looking for enthusiastic volunteers with an interest in community development, training, charity governance, business management, fund-raising, health services, youth work or rural issues to serve on their Board of Trustees. The role involves being part of governance and management and other responsibilities of a trustee. Most meetings are held at their offices at Hunsbury Hill Centre Northampton and travel expenses can be reimbursed.


This is an opportunity to contribute your knowledge and expertise to the development and management of a dynamic and responsive organisation and improvement of our local communities, while developing new interests and skills and meeting new people.





For an information pack please contact ACRE


by email : � HYPERLINK "mailto:acre@northantsacre.org.uk" ��acre@northantsacre.org.uk� or telephone : 01604 765888





For an informal discussion please contact David Quayle Chief Executive 


on 01604 825883








Local footpaths


The Parish Council has received a large scale map of the footpaths around this area which it is likely to have laminated and put in a public place (possibly the Sargeant Memorial Hall). In the meantime you can find out what footpaths there are in and around the village on-line at the Northants County Council website


� HYPERLINK "http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk" ��www.northamptonshire.gov.uk�


You may find the following stages helpful :-


click on maps in the orange box 


click on start interactive mapping in centre 


use quick search to display required location


click on layers to provide a list from which to select ( sometimes slow coming up)


click on Rights of Way + update map at end


Rights of way    top line shows	: footpaths


              	middle line   	: bridleways


                  	bottom line  	: byways








Monitoring of speeding vehicles in Brafield : Safety Camera Partnership


The Parish Council has asked the Police to keep it informed of such monitoring and the outcomes on a regular basis. The results for the quarter from 1st April 2005 were as follows :-





Bedford Road eastbound :	Nine visits conducted by the safety camera team resulting in eighteen offences averaging 1.9 offences per hour.


Bedford Road westbound : 	Eighteen visits conducted by the safety camera team resulting in fifty six  offences averaging 3.0 offences per hour.











Policing Issues


Police advise residents to avoid leaving Satellite Navigation equipment in vehicles – this area has seen four thefts in recent weeks.


Burglary attacks on churches continue – all parishes are warned to be aware of suspicious people asking to look around locked churches, and suspicious activity in the vicinity.





Billing Road HGV Banning Order


 After considerable pressure from the Parish Council and some local residents over several years, it seems, at last, as if this banning order will finally be implemented during this financial year. You will be aware that a voluntary ban was tried for some time and, initially at least, it seemed to show a positive response with the number of Heavy Goods Vehicles using the Billing Road declining markedly. Unfortunately this was not maintained and H.G.V. traffic through the village increased to levels even beyond our starting point surveys. All the relevant design work including that of extra direction signs has now been undertaken and, once the order making procedure is complete, Atkins can order the signs and proceed with the work. 


Our next task will be to liase with the Police to examine ways of monitoring the effectiveness of the order. 








