                   

 


Newsletter


You will have noticed that our Newsletter has come to you in various formats recently. Initially we produced a single sided A4 sheet, but as we have tried to improve our communication to you, we have become victims of our own success. We reduced the font size to accommodate more material, but some, mainly elderly residents, then found it too small to read with ease. We tried A4 double sided, but the text showed through and was equally taxing to read. So we enlarged the Newsletter to A3 size portrait format, but some villagers found that more difficult to store so that it could still be read. Now we are trying out an A3 landscape format which can be stored folded back on itself into a plastic sleeve or folded and hole punched for filing in a ring binder without losing any useful text.  If you have any preferences or would like to make any comments please contact 


Helen Barnell on 890373 or


email helen@barnell.fsnet.co.uk





Next Parish Council Meeting :


Thursday 14th July at 7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield





‘The Street Doctor’ replaces ‘Clarence’


You may have heard on the radio or seen in the local press that Northamptonshire County Council, along with its business partner Atkins, has launched a new road fault repair service called ‘The Street Doctor’. This service became operational on 7th March and can be contacted both by telephone 0845 601 11 13 or via the website � HYPERLINK "http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk" ��www.northamptonshire.gov.uk�.. The service replaces ‘Clarence’ the previous fault reporting service. The most commonly reported faults reported are: broken streetlights, potholes, blocked drains and hazardous pavements. If you contact the service to report a fault you will be given a unique reference number so you can track the progress of your fault. Please ensure you ask for this. The Parish Council would also be interested in monitoring such reported faults, so it would be helpful if you would be kind enough to contact Gill Ager on 891488 or email � HYPERLINK "mailto:gill@ager.caladan.co.uk" ��gill@ager.caladan.co.uk� and we will do our best to support you in ensuring that tasks are completed. 








‘Nominate a Neighbour’ Scheme


Along with this Newsletter you will have received a ‘Nominate a Neighbour’ pack. This is a scheme run in conjunction with the Police and Neighbourhood Watch which is designed to help vulnerable people deal with unexpected or unrecognised callers at their door. The pack includes a yellow leaflet for the ‘vulnerable person’, a blue leaflet for their agreed nominated neighbour, plus a yellow card to be used at the appropriate times. The Yellow Card should never be left in the window or on view – it is only to be shown when someone unexpected or unrecognised calls at the door. As the Parish Council has no means of ensuring that these are distributed to all the relevant people, it is issuing them to every household in the village. If you cannot make use of the pack yourself, please feel free to pass it on to anyone else for whom it might be useful.
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Notes from P.C. Dearsley our Community Beat Officer


A total of 35 crimes, mainly robbery, burglary, vehicle theft and drugs related incidents, were reported for Brafield last year which is a 15% fall on the total for the previous year.


The speed cameras, both the fixed SPECS cameras on the A428 and the mobile Safety Camera teams have been active over the year serving as a useful deterrent in curbing speed and helping to reduce accidents particularly along the Red Route through our neighbourhood.


The Police have been much more proactive in addressing problems brought about by travellers using illegal sites, driving unlicensed or uninsured vehicles and aggressively offering unsolicited services etc.


The Parish Council has also played its part in warning residents of numerous community safety issues : distraction burglaries, rogue traders etc.


Although residents of Brafield are unofficially very Neighbourhood Watch aware, it would be very helpful to have an overall N.W. co-ordinator for the village with whom I could liase. If YOU would be willing to take on this role, or would like further information please contact me on 700700





Interested in becoming a Parish Councillor?  There is a vacancy on the Parish Council for a volunteer wishing to involve themselves in local community affairs.  Please contact the Chairman Kevin Ward for further details.





Castle Ashby Country Fair Road Closure


A further reminder that the Brafield to Horton Road from its junction with the entrance to Elm Close to its junction with the Denton Lane at Horton, will be closed on Sunday 10th July 2005 from 6a.m. – 7p.m. for the Castle Ashby Country Fair.








Chairman : Kevin Ward


54a Billing Road Brafield on the Green Northants NN7 1BL





Next Parish Council Meeting: Wednesday 14th April at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield 


Members of the public are most welcome to attend. 





Are YOU interested in FREE I.T. training?





If you want to improve your I.T. skills but are restricted by the lack of facilities in the village, then Northampton College can help you. The Learning Coach is a unique mobile I.T. classroom, fully equipped with fifteen flat screen monitors, Windows XP and satellite access to the Internet. It offers a flexible programme of courses  which are delivered by two full-time trainers, and has become particularly attractive to rural communities who can take advantage of the courses at mutually convenient times. A choice of three and six hour courses are available on the coach from introduction to intermediate levels, including file management, word processing, spreadsheets, databases and a range of free learn direct courses.  Plus there is the option for learners to gain full qualifications such as Parts 1 and 2 ECDL or CLAIT. The coach is provisionally booked to come to Brafield parking in Green Rd. from Tuesday 7th June 2.30-4.30 for 10 weeks though this could be negotiable. Training is free, all we need is a minimum of 10 interested individuals. If YOU are interested, or would like further details please contact Chris Davies (Deputy Head Of Faculty Business and ICT) on                                           734331 or mobile 07775 647315.





Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley 


Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA    01604 858360 


or viv.hartley@lineone.net








Guided walks





On 1st May the Chairman, Kevin Ward, led a guided walk to Cogenhoe via Jerusalem Steps, the Pocket Park and Spring Banks. Twelve people joined in the  walk, a pleasant sociable occasion on a hot Sunday, and enjoyed a leisurely drink in the gardens of the  Royal Oak at Cogenhoe en route. A further walk is to be arranged for the Autumn probably towards Little Houghton. We will keep you informed.





Members of the public are most welcome to attend


At the start of the meeting time is set aside for public enquiries 








Listed Building : 62 Billing Rd. Brafield


South Northants Council has now granted planning approval to ‘Clayson Country Homes Ltd’ for the development of this listed building and its adjacent site, which is of considerable historic interest. From the front aspect the restoration will not change the outward character and appearance of the building, other than to replace like with like, and to remove the modern garage addition to the side. In order to make the dwelling habitable with modern conveniences, an extension will be built at the rear alongside the footpath towards the church. A new dwelling, also in stone, will be built alongside the existing building. The Parish Council spent some considerable time discussing various submissions and consulting with those most affected, and played a significant role in the outcome. If you are interested in seeing the plans for this site, or indeed any other planning applications, please contact Gill Morgan on 891934 or email GillMorgan121@aol.com.





Road issues After many years of working with others to reduce  H.G.V. traffic using the Billing Rd. through the village, the P.C. is pleased that an order is to be made to ban such traffic. It is also hoped that Illuminated Warning Signs will be installed along this road to draw attention to the 30mph speed limit. The P.C. has also made it a priority to continue to press for a roundabout at the junction of the A428 Bedford Rd. and the Billing Rd.





Age Concern are looking for a Village Contact volunteer for Brafield as a first point of contact for older people who require support. If you are interested or would like further details please contact Sheila Baker, Volunteer Coordinator on 611200 or email sheila.baker@acnorthants.org.uk.





New bus timetables for X24 and Y4 bus are available from the Village shop / Post Office.





Village Pond The British Trust for Conservation Volunteers made their six monthly visit on 8th May to clear unwanted vegetation from the pond. 





South Northants Council CHILLout Scheme


This scheme which is open to anyone, offers substantial grants towards the cost of loft and cavity wall insulation. British Gas now funds the grants and the works are carried out by well respected contractors. To reach those who have not yet benefited from the scheme it is now to be  marketed by the District Council using  ‘cold calling’. The Parish Council felt that giving you advance notice of this campaign was a good idea. SNC contact- Alan Isaac on 01327 322292








