                   

 

Get to know your footpaths! On 1 May in the afternoon we will lead a circular walk taking in Spring Banks, the pocket park at Cogenhoe and Jerusalem Steps. The walk will be about 4 miles and will take 2-3 hours. All ages are invited and we’ll pace it to suit those present but we’re keen photographers, so this will not be a rapid yomp! Please assemble at the Sargeant Memorial Hall at 2.00 with suitable footwear – ideally walking boots/wellingtons. We will be going across ploughed (muddy?) fields and there will be stiles to climb. Any other queries - call us on 891339. Kevin and Caroline














Mobile Library Service


It is proposed that this service will now visit Brafield on Wednesdays instead of Thursdays stopping at Green Rd 10.35 a.m. and Church Lane 10.45 a.m. A consultation process is underway and the Parish Council have responded asking for at least one stop at Grove Road in Lower End.





Public Transport Guide


Northants County Council issued a new public transport guide in January for Daventry and South Northants. It contains bus maps for services throughout Northamptonshire, separate guides for Brackley, Daventry and Towcester, details of community transport (including JASON), some rail travel information, as well as details of places of interest and public buildings to visit. The Parish Council has a few copies – please contact Richard Mackaness, or ‘phone Northants County Council on 01604 236805 for more help and information.





Free Energy Price Check


Our local council has teamed up with ‘Simply Switch’, the U.K.’s leading independent energy advice service, to offer residents the chance to cut their gas and electricity bills. With just one free call you could save up to 30% on such home bills. ‘Simply Switch’ will independently search for the best energy deal for your home and let you know the savings you could make. And, if you decide to switch supplier, they will even do the paperwork too, and the service is FREE. Call 0800 011 1289 to see how much you could save.
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The Children’s Information Service            Jigsaw Northamptonshire





This service is an impartial information telephone helpline run in partnership with Northamptonshire County Council. It can inform members of the local communities how to access childcare or child related services. This includes funding for 3 and 4 year olds in education places, information on tax credits, how to become a childminder, contacts for holiday playschemes, after school provision and much more. The number for the free telephone information service is :-     





01604 828400


or email :-


� HYPERLINK "mailto:jigsaw@jigsawnorthamptonshire.org.uk" ��jigsaw@jigsawnorthamptonshire.org.uk�











‘Wanna learn some dance moves?’


A new dance club has opened in the Village Hall in Brafield on Tuesdays 7 to 9 p.m. starting from 8th March 2005. Though mainly aimed at 8 – 16 year olds, adults are welcome if energetic! There is a small charge of £1 for 8 – 16 years and £2 for adults. Just bring suitable shoes and choice of clothing. We shall be teaching dances for Dance, Hiphop, Line Dancing and Garage so come along and join in the fun!                                   Contact Sam Hill on 891393 for details.





Website to tackle ‘Phone Theft


A new website has been launched to help combat mobile ‘phone crime. Mobile ‘phone users can register their details on the National mobile ‘phone register free of charge on :-


� HYPERLINK "http://www.immobilise.com" ��www.immobilise.com�


The register will allow stolen or lost handsets to be matched with their owners, and will also make it easier for thieves to be prosecuted.


The scheme is run by the National mobile ‘phone crime Unit that specialises in street crime involving mobiles. The Unit also deals with developing intelligence on mobile ‘phone robbery. Registration involves keying in the 15 digit IMEI number. When a mobile is recovered the IMEI number is checked against the register, and the Police will contact you if you are the original owner.





Chairman: Kevin Ward 54a Billing Rd. Brafield on the Green Northants NN7 1BL


Clerk to the Council: Mrs.V.Hartley Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA


01604 858360 or viv.hartley@lineone.net





Annual Parish Meeting Thursday 19th May at 7 p.m. followed by the Parish Council Meeting at 7.30 p.m. in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield                  Members of the public are most welcome to attend 





The WildlifeTrusts


The Trusts run a range of Wildlife Training Workshops throughout the year on issues such as : Fungi / Vertebrates / Habitats / Botany / Invertebrates /  Ecology skills    etc.


Contact Vera Herman for details on 


01604 405285 or email vera.herman@wildlifebcnp.org





Your Parish Council No. 4 – volunteering, participating and giving support 





Although the Council has certain duties and responsibilities as a part of local government, to be successful and make a real difference for the village it depends to a large extent on enabling and supporting other people and organisations to volunteer, participate and, ultimately, do things for the benefit of the village and its community – indeed, your village and community. 


To operate most effectively the Council needs you to make a contribution and get involved either as individuals or collectively.  This may be as simple as alerting the Council to problems and issues of concern to residents, perhaps making suggestions for future projects and policy or seeking support for a group or activity.


In addition to its public meetings, the Council aims to keep you in touch with its work through this regular Newsletter, delivered by a number of volunteers, which gives contact details and so invites you to become involved. The village website, shortly to become available, will form another channel of information and opportunity for participation. Some villagers have already contributed information and been involved in its construction.


Some parishioners volunteer their time on an irregular basis, others make a regular commitment to support the work of the Parish Council, as footpath and tree wardens, in maintaining the area around the village pond, and undertaking improvements such as installing seats and keeping the village tidy. A number of other residents have helped out with questionnaires and survey work, and others have taken time to communicate with us and volunteer views on numerous issues. We are most grateful to them all.


If you have views on any matters of interest or concern, or you would like to offer to help us in any way, please get in touch with the Clerk or any member of the Parish Council (details in last Newsletter). This is our village. We value your interest and support as we work together to try to improve our community and make Brafield a place in which we all have pride.








Various parishioners have asked about the possibility of having a plastic recycling facility to go with the can, bottle and paper recycling bins at the village hall. We have pursued this but disappointingly have been told that it would not be cost effective on a small site. The nearest plastic recycling facilities are at Riverside and the Ecton Lane Waste Management Centre off Crow Lane Billing. 





                       POLICE messages                     


                  Think...  before you park!


Who are you forcing into the road?


‘It is an offence for a person in charge of a motor vehicle or trailer to cause or permit the vehicle to stand on a road (footpath being part of the road) so as to cause an unnecessary obstruction.’ 


We know that parking on the footpath does cause a particular problem for wheelchair and pushchair users. Please park considerately or you may find a card attached to your windscreen.





 The Police and Customer Care. If residents experience difficulties in contacting the police, or have experienced problems in the way they have been served by the Police, please contact the Force Communications Centre Customer Service Dept. on 01604 703232 / 888326


These lines are NOT for reporting crime











