                   

 

Our ‘Precept’


The Parish Council has set its local ‘precept’ (the money allocated to the Parish Council from your Council Tax payments) at £8200 for the coming year 2005/06. This is about a 9% increase on last year’s money. Sadly vandalism in the village - to bus shelters etc. - has meant that more money has had to be allocated to such repairs and this in turn of course lessens the money available for new project initiatives. It is in all our interests to eliminate vandalism. 


About 80% of our precept will cover the regular expenditure of the Council, as mentioned above, plus the employment of a Clerk to support the volunteer Councillors, costs of audit, insurance, use of the Hall for meetings, etc. as well as the costs of printing the Newsletter which goes to every household in the village and is distributed by volunteers. 


The remaining money serves as a contingency (for emergency and/or opportunistic expenditure) and for projects such as the  village website. Last year a significant sum was used as ‘match’ funding (i.e. was used as a contribution to a project where much more of the money was provided by another authority such as the County Council) for road and traffic projects for instance.


New ideas for future village projects of benefit to the community are always welcome. Contact the Clerk if you have suggestions.








Traffic monitoring


The Parish Council, as part of its continuing involvement in road issues in the village, has requested regular information from the Police on the results of their traffic speed checks in Brafield. From June to November 2004 the Safety Camera Team monitored speeding on the Billing Road on one visit, with 20 offences recorded, and on the Bedford Road on fourteen visits, with 106 offences recorded. During this time the SPECS average speed system between Brafield and Yardley Hastings has detected 166 offences along the route.


The Parish Council are continuing to examine options for lessening Heavy Goods Vehicle traffic along the Billing Road, as well as several other calming measures to reduce speed.
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Further distraction burglaries.


We have received further reports from the Police of yet more distraction burglaries taking place in our area. Some have involved people calling at houses claiming to be checking meters or from the Water Board. Another involves a new distraction technique used recently where a man called at an elderly person’s home to check on the ‘phone. He claimed 2000 ‘phone lines were down in the area. Whilst talking to someone else on his mobile ‘phone, he asked for the householder’s ‘phone number, but was told the ’phone was not working and so was not given access. Another incident involved a man calling at the back door of a house, apparently selling something, and whilst talking to the occupier, the ‘phone rang. Fortunately another person was at home and answered the ’phone. Suspicions are that distraction burglars are trying to obtain householder’s ‘phone numbers so they can employ a variety of techniques to distract potential victims and gain access to dwellings. Please be aware of this happening.


Please take care and report any suspicious incidents to the Police as soon as possible.














Chairman: Kevin Ward 54a Billing Rd. Brafield on the Green Northants NN7 1BL


Clerk to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA


01604 858360 or viv.hartley@lineone.net





Members of the public are most welcome to attend the next Parish Council Meeting 


Thursday 27th January at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield 





JASON -TRAVEL FOR ALL


JASON (Journeys Around South Northants) is a community transport service, funded by Northamptonshire County Council & South Northants Council, which has been mentioned on several occasions in our Newsletters. Although the service is available for use by ALL residents in South Northants, research shows that many residents are not aware of this service, and there is a misconception that the service is only available to elderly or disabled people. JASON is intended to provide a service to any members of the community, who, for various reasons, have difficulties with, or are unable to access public transport. For further information please contact 01604 237801.





In this issue we continue a series of articles on the work of the Parish Council. You may like to keep these for future reference as they will explain:


its powers - what it can do (and also what it can practically seek to influence or change) and its membership


how it works, and depends on volunteers in its work 


the money at its disposal and how this is and can be used 


the specific responsibilities assigned to the present  Councillors, 


how you can participate in the Council’s work to the benefit of the village





Your Parish Council - part 2





The Council is allocated a small sum of money from the Council Tax to do its work. About 80% is spent on regular costs - the maintenance and improvement of the village's street lighting, bus shelters, village green and pond, including litter clearance, grass cutting and tree planting on the verges. Although the remainder of the money at the Council's disposal may seem small it can be used to support and win grants from elsewhere which can considerably increase the money available and its possible impact and improvement on the lives of the community.  A small investment was made towards the much larger cost, met by the County Council, of the provision of the crossing facilities on the Bedford Road for instance. 





The Council can and does also contribute sums towards local village groups and projects. 


It has specific powers to be able to make grants to improve


transport facilities for its residents (bus services, car sharing and concessionary fares schemes for instance), 


community facilities for sports, arts, social, entertainment and educational purposes; and also for public meetings 


crime prevention and traffic calming 


availability of land for recreational benefit and improvement of the local environment; and to protect and maintain war memorials


It also has a general power to spend money which in the Council’s opinion is of direct benefit to the parish and its inhabitants. 








Winter gritting / salting of road networks in Northamptonshire   Key roads (all motorways, trunk roads and other ‘A’ roads) are salted as a precaution when there is a risk of ice or snow. Decisions on when to grit/salt are based on road rather than air temperatures and the lorries go into action whenever this drops to 1*C or below. About half the total road network in the county is gritted/salted at a cost of £20,000 each time. Please remember, the majority of minor roads will not be treated and drive accordingly. Never assume a road has been treated. For a ‘Safer Winter Driving in Northamptonshire ‘ leaflet please telephone 0800 232323.








