                   

 

Victim Support Northamptonshire


The Parish Council recently made a donation of £50 to Victim Support Northamptonshire. Every year he Council receives many requests from charitable bodies for donations, and its main criterion for deciding whether or not to make a contribution is that Brafield parishioners should have  benefited from the support of such charities over the last year. Eight people from our village have benefited from Victim Support during this period.





Victim Support is an independent National Charity. Trained volunteers in local schemes contact people following a crime to offer free, confidential support and information. Their Witness Service helps victims, witnesses and their families before, during and after a trial. More volunteers are urgently needed. If you have good communication skills, spare time and are interested in finding out more contact : 01604 603477 











Private Sector House Condition Survey


South Northants Council has an obligation to undertake a survey of the condition of private housing every five years, the results of which will affect future policies, initiatives and applications for government funding for the District.  A private company, ‘Michael Dyson Associates’, has been commissioned to undertake this survey. Households are selected at random and will receive a letter asking for their assistance. All staff involved in the survey will carry a photo card and ID pass. Ask to see them before allowing the surveyor into your home. If you are unsure, do not allow access and contact the survey office at  the number given on the top of your letter.
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Distraction and other types of burglaries.





Various distraction burglaries have taken place in our area over recent months carried out by both men and women, working together or alone.  Some of the ways of deceiving the public have involved claiming to be from the Water Board, from ‘Meals on Wheels’, and posing as a nurse from a medical centre.  These people often target elderly victims. Health Service people and ‘Meals on Wheels’ only call by appointment or when requested. If you are unsure, DO NOT allow any unknown caller access, or lock the door and check their claimed credentials  by telephoning the relevant authorities before letting them in. 


There have also been quite a few reported burglaries to homes, outbuildings, offices, etc. throughout our policing area recently, often in the daytime and early evening. A common factor is that the offenders were able to walk in through an unlocked door, or climb in through an open window. It is relatively easy to prevent this, so please do think more about the security of your property, from checking that doors and windows are fastened, to fitting and upgrading locks and alarms on buildings and vehicles. 


Modern cars are harder to steal now that the security on them is so good. This had led to an increase in burglaries to homes where  thieves are looking for car keys, but once inside the house they will not miss the opportunity to take anything else of value. Often these offenders are looking for specific makes and models of vehicles. If these thieves can’t find your car keys they won’ t take your car. They will go somewhere else where it’s easier. A number of bicycles that were left unattended have also been stolen. 





Please take care and report any suspicious incidents to the police as soon as possible.














Chairman Kevin Ward 54a Billing Rd. Brafield on the Green Northants NN7 1BL


Clerk to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA


01604 858360 or viv.hartley@lineone.net





Date of next Parish Council Meeting  


Wednesday 15th December  at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield


Members of the public are most welcome to attend.





Flytipping  /  Dog Fouling  /  Littering


You may be aware that South Northants Council has recently employed an Environmental Crimes Officer to help in the prevention of flytipping, dog fouling and littering. He has the power to issue a £50 fixed penalty notice to any offender. 


A telephone reporting service has also been introduced for those people who wish to report identifiable offenders but do not want to leave their name or address :- 


0845 230 0226





In this issue we start a series of articles on the work of the Parish Council. You may like to keep these for future reference as they will explain:


its powers - what it can do (and also what it can practically seek to influence or change) and its membership


how it works, and depends on volunteers in its work 


the money at its disposal and how this is and can be used 


the specific responsibilities assigned to the present  Councillors, 


how you can participate in the Council’s work to the benefit of the village





Your Parish Council - part 1





Brafield on the Green Parish Council was established in 1894 as part of the reforms creating civil parishes with their own local Councils nationwide. Although the legal framework within which they work is such that Parish Councils have quite limited powers, they are able to undertake and support a wide range of activities to benefit their communities. They have also always been important in representing their local communities in commenting in detail on policies and actions of other parts of government i.e. National or central government, Northamptonshire County Council and South Northants (District) Council. The most regular example of this is planning where the Parish Council is invited to make independent comments on every local planning application and often holds special meetings to discuss them.





The Council consists of volunteers, drawn from residents within the civil parish, elected and/or co-opted to represent the interests of the community. One of the Councillors is appointed as Chairperson annually and the Council’s work is supported by a salaried Clerk. The Council holds regular public meetings in the Sargeant Memorial Hall in the village which residents are most welcome to attend. Meetings start at 7.45 but a 15 minute period is set aside at 7.30 for the public to raise and discuss issues with the Council. The Council produces a regular Newsletter that goes to every household. This provides  local information of relevance to villagers and often invites comments and help from residents on particular issues. Residents can also contact he volunteer Councillors at any time and a future part of this series will list the names of the present Councillors and their specific responsibilities.











Footpaths  and horse riders


A public footpath provides a right of way for the public on foot. Its existence and status does not prevent the owner of the land from riding over that land subject to the right of way. They can also licence and permit others to ride provided that their use does not damage the land in such a way so as to make the use by the public on foot difficult e.g. if use by a horse completely churned up the land and made it hazardous to walk. Horse riders must therefore have the landowner’s permission to ride over land that only has public rights of footpath, and must be courteous to walkers using it as a public right of foot way. 








