                   

 

Equine Issues


The Parish Council recently received a letter from DEFRA (Dept. for Environment Food and Rural Affairs) explaining how the government are dealing with Equine issues. Part of DEFRA’s role is to work for the good of horses; for people who ride, own or work with them; and for the sustainable benefits which horses bring to economies and communities. All horse owners will need to obtain a passport for their horse by 30 June 2004. DEFRA has recently launched a new website to provide easily accessible and co-ordinated information about government policies which affect horses, including advice on how to obtain a passport, how to avoid the illegal use of medicines, and how to protect horses from the potentially fatal consequences of ragwort poisoning.  


The address is : www.defra.gov.uk/rural/horses





Wildlife in the Parish 


Over the last two years, since the publication of the Northants Biodiversity Plan, lots of work has been going on in the county to make it a better place for wildlife. NCC has recently re-launched the Protected Wildflower Verge scheme with signs to highlight such protected areas. For further details contact the Northamptonshire Environmental Network website on � HYPERLINK "http://www.nen.org.uk" ��www.nen.org.uk�. They are keen to publicise environmental projects within local parishes, and are also trying to compile details of habitat creation projects which have occurred in the county over the last two years.


The Tree Warden scheme has had several successful events recently – if you would like to know more about the scheme please look at the NCC website on � HYPERLINK "http://www.northamptonshire.gov.uk" ��www.northamptonshire.gov.uk� or contact Louise Brown on 01604 237909 





Brafield on the Green


Flower Festival and Village Fete


Saturday &Sunday June 12th & 13th 2004


1.30 – 4.30 each day





Contact Ray Henman on 890748 for details
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Castle Ashby Country Fair Road Closure





The Brafield to Horton Road from its junction with the entrance to the last cul de sac in Brafield to its junction with the Denton Lane at Horton, will be closed on Sunday 11th July 2004 from 6a.m. – 7p.m. for the Castle Ashby Country Fair.











Recycling   Recycling   Recycling   Recycling   Recycling   Recycling





With this newsletter you will have received some information about recycling. DO NOT RECYCLE IT!  Please read, use and keep it for reference. We can all help to preserve our community environment by thinking about the way we deal with the vast amount of waste that our modern lifestyles produce. There are 4 main messages:-


Please use the recycling facility in the village for all your bottles, cans, newspapers and magazines. Separate out these items from your other rubbish and take them to the recycling bins at the Sargeant Memorial Hall in Church Lane. We’ve improved the volume we recycle from only 7 tonnes in 1999 to the 27 tonnes (209lbs per household) that was collected in 2002 but we’re sure that figure can be increased further.


Please use other recycling facilities in the area, as advertised in the booklets, in the same way.


Please try to compost your green garden and food waste.


Please try always to reduce what you put in the black wheelie bin each week.





The Council is very keen to support further recycling. We’ve enquired about getting a textile/clothing bank for our local facility, and about opening a second recycling area on the land near the Green Road garage area for residents there. Do you have any views?

















 
























































Chairman Kevin Ward 54a Billing Rd. Brafield on the Green Northants NN7 1BL


Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA


01604 858360 or viv.hartley@lineone.net





Annual Parish Meeting  Wednesday 19th May 7 p.m. followed by the


Parish Council Meeting  at  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield


Members of the public are most welcome to attend.





Precept


The Council has set its ‘precept’ (the money allocated to the Council by the Council Tax process) at £7500 for the coming year 2004 / 5. Between 75-80% of this figure will be committed to regular outgoings of the Council, and 20-25% to project funding and contingency. 


Expenditure for 2003 / 4 included maintenance of our estate assets (53 street lights, 3 bus shelters, village green and pond) 42.5%; employment of a Clerk to support the volunteer Councillors 19%; audit, insurance, use of the Hall for meetings and other administrative costs 11.5%; and an underspend  of 22% for project / contingency funding was carried forward into the new year. 


New ideas for future project work and expenditure are always welcome. Contact the Clerk if you have suggestions. The money available to us may seem small but we are eligible for a range of outside grants that can be used to supplement expenditure














The Parish Council wishes to express its thanks to Helen Frostwick, our local footpaths warden, and to local farmers, for helping to keep our local cross field footpaths clear and accessible to all.








Pond mulch    


                    The British Trust for Conservation Volunteers, who maintain our village pond on a twice yearly basis, find themselves left with a considerable quantity of ‘trimmings’ from around the margins after each visit. Is this of use to any parishioner or allotment holder for composting? Please let us know if you are interested.








