                   


Local Community Beat Officer





PC Martyn Dearsley was appointed to be our local community beat officer in February this year serving Brafield and surrounding villages. The government has recently invested in a pilot scheme of police Community Support Officers. These are uniformed personnel who patrol visibly with limited powers, particularly targeting littering, fly-tipping, dog fouling and juvenile nuisance. They will support the local community beat officers. If residents wish to contact the police they should use 01604 700700 and in emergencies 999.





The Council now hopes to start issuing Newsletters more regularly again, as often as its business requires, to keep you informed of the local issues with which it is involved.





A 428 Bedford Road





The pedestrian crossings have now been installed. Many other changes aimed at reducing speed will follow with the recent designation of the road as a ‘Red Route’ - see accompanying leaflet with this Newsletter - from Northampton to the County boundary beyond Yardley Hastings, This follows 44 injury accidents from 1997-2002, mostly caused by speeding. This designation has greatly helped our campaign to reduce the speed limit to 30mph and this should soon come into effect. Other changes, from the point of view of our village, include more mobile Police enforcement, variable message signs, high profile red route signing, the possible introduction of safety cameras, and further discussion of the possibility of a roundabout at the junction of Bedford and Billing Roads.


 


The Chairman of the Council is involved in a working party including representatives of the County Council and all other Parishes through which the road passes. Recent speed checks have shown Brafield to have the second lowest recorded rate of offences on the Route. We’re sure this owes something to our success in getting the crossings put in .place. We are pleased that our successful application for the crossings – that had to complete against many other ‘bids’ - is now being used as a model by Yardley Hastings to help them with their own application for a crossing.














Council Elections


District Council Elections will take place on 1st May. Your local polling station is the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield.


There is still a vacancy on the Parish Council. If you know of anyone who may be interested please contact the Chairman Kevin Ward for further information.
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Precept


The Council has set its ‘precept’ (the money allocated to the Council by the Council Tax process) at £7300 for the coming year 2003/04. This is a 2% increase on last year. Between 75-80% of this figure will cover the regular outgoings of the Council: employment of a Clerk to support the volunteer Councillors (20%), Audit, insurance, use of the Hall for meetings, etc. (12%), grass cutting and maintenance of the verges and village green (18%), and maintenance of the village’s 53 street lights and bus shelters (25%).





The remaining money serves as a contingency (for emergency and/or opportunistic expenditure) and for project work. Last year a significant sum was committed as ‘match’ funding, for instance, to the pedestrian crossings expenditure. New ideas for future project work and expenditure are always welcome. Contact the Clerk if you have suggestions. The money available to us may seem small but we are eligible for a range of outside grants that can be used to supplement expenditure








Billing Road





Many people have commented on the benefit of the reduction of Heavy Goods Vehicles using the Billing Road. The present position is as follows. The Parish Council negotiated with the County Council a target of a 60% minimum reduction in the numbers of HGV’s within 6 months of installing the signs and then sustaining that percentage reduction year on year based on 6 monthly surveys to monitor use. The target figure is no more than 109 lorry movements per day from the 272 lorry movements measured in the year 2001/2. 





So why can’t we ban lorries totally from using the road?


This was our initial aim with the Little Houghton and Cogenhoe Councils who also took part in the discussions. However, the County Council wanted to try to work with the freight companies to change behaviour initially rather than to rely on a legal enforcement order. In doing that it contacted 162 local firms about the 15 signs that have been erected. It remains the case, though, that if the agreed target is not met, a weight limit Order will probably become inevitable and that is understood by both the County and Parish. 


How can you help? 


Certain Companies’ drivers continue to ignore the signs. Those that do are reported to the County Council which then contacts the Companies. If you want to report details of defiance then please contact the Clerk Vivien Hartley on 01604 858360 or � HYPERLINK "mailto:viv.hartley@lineone.net" ��viv.hartley@lineone.net� and the Council will pass them on to the County. Do contact the Clerk if you have any other views on the Scheme.











Brafield on the Green


Flower Festival and Village Fete


June 7th & 8th 2003


1.30 – 4.30 each day





Contact Ray Henman on 890748 for further details





Chairman : Kevin Ward 54a Billing Rd. Brafield on the Green Northants  NN7 1BL


Clerk  to the Council : Mrs.V.Hartley Beech House Dean’s Row Gayton Northants NN73HA


01604 858360 or viv.hartley@lineone.net





Next Parish Council Meeting  : AGM Wednesday 14th  May  7.30 in the Sargeant Memorial Hall Brafield  








